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WO g Gentlemen, of good WY 
Education and Senſe, went to Lon= | i 
don in Michael mas Term, to tranſact . 
ſome Family-Affairs; and lodg'd with I 
a Relation, a worthy Alderman : who 
filPd his Poſt as became a Man of 
true Virtue and Worth. The Lady of the Houſe | | 1 
was exceedingly well-bred, of good natural En- 

_ dowments; and thoſe advantaged by Reading, | | 
Converſation and Experience: which being ſet ||| 
off with a Mien unaffected, and Gracefulneſs pecu- 1 
liar, render'd her moſt agrecable to all; and an 
equal Companion to a ſerious and wiſe Magiſtrate. 

A Night or two before they went away, the 
return'd their Thanks to the Alderman and b 

Lady, for the very kind Reception, and the hand- 9 
ſome Manner of it; modeſtly praiſing their Oeco- 
nomy, prudent Admiaiſtration touching Things 
and Perſons depending: eſpecially having Prayers 
cyice A Day in the Family: which 4ook'd as if 
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|| they were in earneſt about their Salvation, had 
| | God uppermoſt in their Mind, and the Good of 
Souls at Heart. FIT a er -- 
There is another Face of Things in the Street, 
aid one of the Gentlemen, which ſhocks me to re- 
late 3 for in my Walk from Weſtminſter hither this 
Evening, I verily think the Wenches offer'd, by 
; Elbows and Joſtles, to pick me up 20 Times: So 
far is Innocence and Modeſty departed from them, 
that they become Aggreſſors, and Braſs can ſooner 
\ + bluſh: So much have they diſmantled themſelves 
of the natural Decency and Ornament of their 
Sex, that their very Impudence, which they think 
a Temptation, becomes a Nauſea; their Addreſſes 
eo liag and reluctant: + + ns 
Separate a Woman from Modeſty, ſhe becomes 
quite another Creature than God made her. Her 
Strength lies in her Virtve, Purity, . Chaſtity ; 
without theſe, ſhe is a Monſter and Dunghill, not ... 
to be endured without Charity and Compaſſion, in 
Order to be reclaim'd: for no Mortal can love 
Filth, any more than he can eat it. A plying 
Proſtitute is an abandon'd Wretch, a walking 
common- Shore, a Light-houſe to the Wiſe, an Ignis 
fatuus to Fools. To be ſeduced by ſuch, is like 
going gradually and deliberately into a Peſt-houſe 3 
or bartering our Reaſon for a Diſtemper. 
When People go about the Streets to vend Poiſon, 
one might juſtly wonder who would be their 
Cuſtomers; but that there are in this City abun- 
dance of thopghtleſs, undiſtinguiſning Youths, per- 
fect Tinder; ſeizeable by the leaſt and. worſt 
Spark. If theſe Sluts were obliged to have an 
Intimation of their Profeſſion at their Door — 
Here lives a. common Whore: I fancy (at leaſt hope) 
the Sign would go near to ſtarve them: a Fate 
doo good for ſuch Nuſances, | . 
Por, perhaps they inveigle an heedleſs Lad, fend 
on his Maſter's Errand, pick his Pocket, mn | 
Us „„ 3 CV.. Body, | 
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id ody, prophane his Mind, by inſtilling into him 
of on {oa FE Falſhood and Lira desder him 4 1 

I future Plague to his Friends and Relations. Or 
t, elſe they light on a Man in Liquor, who ſees b ⁵ 
2 a falſe Light; him they pillage and diſmiſs: with i 


is Remorſe. Or elſe they meet with a Country- 

y Squire, who ſmiles in black at his Grand-father's 

0 95 him they eaſe of his Moveables, and give | 
b him a Remembrance in Lieu. Or elſe, _ meet 
r with a Perſon who is ſour'd with his Family and I 


'S Domeſtick Circumſtances; him they finiſh, by ii 
r | making him Bully and Beggar. | : 3M 
K A s the Water carries the Veſſel by adapting it i 
8 ſelf to it; ſo do theſe wicked Women manage b 
Artifice and Wile thoſe ſenſeleſs Creatures who 
fall into their Snares, to their own Deſtruationz || 
by leading them into all Sorts of evil, and leaving 
24 Ra W eie 
A Whore always was, and will be among civi- 
liz d Nations, a Term of Diſhonour and Diſgrace, 
tho' ſhe may be coyer'd over with a Title; as an 
Aſs in Tiſſue, is an Aſs ſtill. But a Street Whore || 
wants a Name bad enovgh, can't be deſcrib'd but 
by Sentences —— She is a Shame to her Sex; a 
Grief and Blemiſh to her Family ; inverts the De- 
ſign of her Creation; a Rebel to God; an Odium - 
to Men; a Drudge to the Deyil; a Fiend in- 
Carnate. 5 . 
Lou are very liberal, Sir, in your Expreſſions 
about our Sex, ſaid the good Lady; and thoſe poor 
Wretches you inveigh againſt can't be ſufficiently 
expos'd or Jamented. It would make.one Melan- 
cholly to conſider ſo many heedleſs Creatures 
oſting to Ruine, by making Vice a Profeſſion ; 
who, if carefully educated and wiſely ſhaped, might 
have proved uſeful and ornamental to human So- 
Ciety. Tho' they are highly to blame and unjuſti- *. | 
fable, yet they are not only to blame; they have | 
| a TinQturs of the Times they were bred in; and || 
| | Tr ST re A 
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are almoſt kept in Countenance by the Looſeneſs 
of the Age, to which you Men have not a little 
contributed; by ill-uſing, or not wiſely exerting 
the Power properly lodg'd in your Sex. 8 
For by Prerogative of Nature, you Men claim 
to govern; and happy were it for us Women, if 
our Governours were wiſe and good; becauſe *tis- 
ſo much eaſier to be governed, than to govern. 

- No body would envy your Title or Power, if you 
would caſt about, think, and contrive for the 
good of the Family you preſide over, by the beſt 
Rules of Oeconomy. Every body would be glad 
to obey; if you would ſet your Domeſticks 
wholſome Precepts and good Example. _ 
But when the Maſter of one Family is aſleep in 
a Brandy-Shop;, the Maſter of another, taken 
ſpeechleſs at a Tavern; ſo that he can't tell his 
own Name, or where he is; a third brought 
Home by the Watch, paſt twelve; another hooting 
all Day at a Nine. pin Ally, or Bowling- Green, 
where he mortgages his Rings; another gone to 
the Groom-porters, to lay out his Money faſhion- 
ably: When this happens to be the Caſe, as it 
too frequently does, how can it be imagined 
that the Ship will be carried ſteadily, if the Pilot 
be giddy or ſtupid? Or, that the Members of a 
Family ſhould direct themſelves by Prudence and 
Virtue, when the Maſter of it is liſtleſs, and looſe ? 
Did you ever hear that a Stammerer taught 
others to ſpeak plain ; a deaf Man, recommend 
Muſick; or a blind Man, Painting? If a bloated 
Sot ſhould hick-yex a Lecture of Temperance; a 
. rotten Pebauchee ſnuffle out the Praiſes of Chaſtity ; 
or a ragged Spend-Thrift ſpeak well of Fruga- 
lity; their reſpective Virtues, perhaps, may be 
thought the better of, by reaſon of the ill Effects 
of the contrary Vices manifeſt in the Sufferers; 
(as Rocks and Quick- Sands are diſcover'd by Light- 
Houſes, in Order to be avoided:) but ſtill 84 
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27 5 
moſt natural Way of recommending Virtue and 
Prudence, is a virtuous and prudent Example 
"tis that will convince and conduct better than 
grave Rules; for a ſerious Life much excels the 
Flouriſhes of a Pen; becauſe a Pen may be mov'd 
by a bright Fancy, void of Morals; (as a wicked 
Man may be a good Painter, and Therſites draw a 


 Yenws :) but a ſerious Life and-Converſation muſt 
proceed from Principles of Piety unaffected, a Soul 


divinely warm'd, where Heaven is in the Eye, 


and God in the Heart. . 
The Way and Manner of this City is ſtrangely 


alter*d for the worſe; for having been born and 
bred here, and my Family before me, I am able 
to ſay ſomewhat touching that Matter from my 


own Experience, and good Hands. The Citizens ||| 


formerly liv'd moſt at Home; and when they had 
any Thing to ſpare, they ſpent it among their 
Families by Way of Regale, and they all re- 
joyced together. 5 

This created an Endearment; a Cement of Love 
and Friendſhip : when they feaſted together, and 
rook part of the good Things, they would eaſier 
digeſt the unavoidable Evils of Life; as People 
in the ſame Boat, run the ſame Riſque without 
grumbling. There reign'd a Spirit of Prudence, 


as well as Induſtry and Frugality, among the old 
faſhion'd Citizens; and they found their Account 
In ſpending a little looſe Money at Home among 


their Domeſticks; becauſe they were not only in 


their proper Buſineſs themſelves, but they kept 
their Servants and Dependants in their reſpeQive 
Affairs too, and at a proper Diſtance. For the 


Maſter's Preſence keeps the Servants from being 


ſaucy; as his Abſence encourages them to make 


ſuch improper Attempts, which otherwiſe they 
would neither dare, nor perhaps think of. 


I can't ſay there are any new Vices in this Age; 


for the ſame Paſſions, Infirmitiesy Temptations, 
cg Mi- 
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(8) 
| Miſtakes, obtain at all Times; and the Vices now 
"| | © prevailing were formerly lamented and decryd: |' 
| becauſe Man begets his like. But ſtill one may truly 
ſay, that Wickedneſs is more open and bare-fac'd 
of late ; *tis not under that Curb and Reſtraint as 
formerly. Immorality is not under a due Check ; 
IlÜlmpudence is paſs'd off with a Smile; great Sins 
are accounted little; little, none at all. Publick 
Societies are made up of private Families ; ſuch as 
Families are, ſach will be Societies: Till every 
one ſweeps his own Door, the Street will never 
r Hee 3 
How many Houſes are there in this City, where 
there is not ſo much as one ſingle Petition to God 
-offer'd up in a whole Lear? How many Maſters 
of Houſes are intemperate almoſt half the Nights 
in the Lear? More Money is ſpent in Morning- 
Whets, and Evening- Clubs, than would maintain a 
good Family. Theſe Junkates and Aſſignations 
paſs upon the Wife, (if ſhe's weak enough to be- 
lieve it) to carry on Trade. Enquire for the Man 
of the Houſe, he is gone to ſuch a Tavern: The 
Wife is uſed and accounted but a better Sort of 
Servant, to keep the Houſe clean, and make hi 
ſome Hot-Suppings When Crop-Sick..  - 
The Children grow up indeed, ſo do Weeds 
and Toads; but their Minds are unfurniſhed, un- 
cultivated: They know little of their Duty to 
God, their Neighbour, or themſelves ; if they 
practiſe leſs, tis no Wonder. The Children are 
| our Repreſentatives, muſt People the World when 
we are dead. If you ſet an Acorn, you muſt not 
expect a Tulip; for as the Premiſſes are, ſuch 
will be the Concluſion. I dare ſay, very few of 
thoſe Sluts, who ply in the Streets, can give a 
| tolerable Account of the Principles of Virtue, were 
fit to ſave their Lives; n been bred in a 
Family who lived without God in the TOTO 
1 with- 
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(9) 
without Conduct, Prudence, or ſo much as the 
Appearance of Piety. | | 25 

Not that good Education is always a Preſer- 
vative againſt Vice, but it is a Sort of Ballaſt 
and Byaſs to human Nature and PraQice; and will 
be a Bridle againſt ſeveral Irregulatities, which 
will not be committed without boggling and 
Remorſe: and there is more Hope of a Perſon 
who ſins with Uneaſineſs to himſelf, than of 
another who hardly diſtinguiſnes betwixt Good 
and Evil. There is more Hold to be taken of a 
Perſon towards his Reformation, who has been 
bred like a Chriſtian, than of another, who has 


been bred like a Beaſt. Hence appears the Hap- 


pineſs of good Education: — That a Perſon by it 
is beſpoke and turn'd the right Way ; from whence 


if he ſhould chance to deviate and warp, he muſt 


be ſome while defacing his good Principles, and 
demoliſhing his Virtue; becauſe no Man is worſt 
at firſt (and he has a Chance to be ſaved while 
he is falling, if ſome lucky Friend ſteps in.) And 


all that while he is falling, he is at War with 


himſelf; can't fin for Fear of himſelf. An In- 
ſtance this is of the Wiſdom and Friendlineſs of 
Providence — That Man is a Sort of Watchman 


to himſelf ; the Criminal is made his own Execu- 


tioner, to terrify him that he ſhould be neither. 
You Men are ſparing in the Education of us 


Women; ſhy and cautious of putting us in the 
Way of Knowledge; or affording us the Advan- 


tages and Opportunities of improving our Facul- 
ties. This calls your Wiſdom and Integrity too in 
Queſtion; for whereas you deſign us Companions 
for Life, by Neglect of Educating us well, it looks 
as if you valued not what Company you kept at 
Home, but that you intended to ſeek out for 
better abroad; eſteeming the Wife as legal Lumber 4 
You will not venture us with Letters or Language, 
but preclude us; leſt we ſhould top upon you wich 
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Learning, who can make our Part good without it. 


You ſay one Tongue is enough for a Woman; 1 
fay tis too much for a Man, unleſs he has good 


Underſtanding to diate: for could he ſpeak | 


fooliſhly in twenty Languages, it would only expoſe 
him to twenty Nations. I apprehend the Uſe of 
Languages is : — That People ſhould he let into 
the beſt Notions that occur in ſeveral Languages, 
and turn them to their own Account by the Help 
of good natural Parts; which if faulty, the Politure 
of Languages ſignifies no more than adorning 
a Poſt ; for you can't edify a Windmill by filling 
it with Books, No Man ever yet aſcribed Wiſdom 


to a Parrot or Magpye, tho” perchance they may 


pronounce Greek. Capacity and Uſefulneſs does 
not go by the Sex, but by a proper cultivating 
the Mind, which is truly the Image of God, a 


Ray of Divinity; by which we are as near kin 


to the Deity as you: the Body being no more 
than the Surtout or Shell. | 5 

Queen Elixabeth, who was brought up to Let- 
ters, ſteer'd thro' a long and troubleſome Reign, 
with Safety and Honour, makes as good a Figure, 
in Hiſtory, as any Monarch ſince the Conqueſt. 
And tho' it may be ſaid, that ſhe had wiſe Men 
to her Counſellers; yet it muſt be allow'd, that 
ſhe had Underſtanding to judge whether their Ad- 
vice was fit to be follow'd. *Twas that ſhew?d 


her capable and ſhrew*d ; for not only the Perſon 
who ftarts a good Notion is wiſe, but who can 


point it right, and make Advantage of it. A 
mean Thing may ſtumble and blunder upon a 
lucky Thought, and prove the Occaſion of Good; 
as the Shepherd found out the Loadſtone, the 
Gooſe ſav'd the Capitol; but it muſt be a ſound 
Judgment that can work up Matters and digeſt 
them ſo, that they may prove uſeful and ſerviceable. 
An original Miſtake prevails among you Men, 
our Governours, — That our Sex can't bs zee 

er 


— ag nas po A 98% 


. a . * 
— ͤ——EU—u— .. ͤ ͤUZ RT” rr — ⏑—— . . a AE. — 


WE. 
if. | der'd more uſeful than generally we are; ſo that 
I | you cultivating but one half, if that, which is the 
d meaneſt Part too, can expect but half Product. 
ik | Hence ariſes a flight and diſcouraging Opinion and 
ſe Treatment of us; we are eſteem'd neceſſary Evils, 
df dead Weight; are diſpos'd of as a Burden and En- 
0 | cumbrance; whence ſometimes we improperly 
53; | chooſe for our ſelves. pon 
1 But ſoftly touching the governing Sex. Fame 
© | trumpets forth their Conduct and Probity, from 
8 the Northern Iſlands to the South Sea. The golden 
8 Age is once more; Honeſty, Juſtice, Merit, Trutb, 
n Virtue, has the Aſcendant. There is not a Pimp, || 
J | or Sycophant, or Scoundrel, encouraged on this 
1 Side the Line; 1 hope upon the Earth. To ſay 
a 
n 
© 


"7. eb Rs > 


5 
C 1 \ 
ö 
bY j L 
"i 
WW. 
= 
3 
- 8 8. 
4 * 
Is 


— 
3 


W th 1 
—— — 
— © - 45% tw . 
. an a 8 
A _ 2 


. — hoecy, #9. 
8 =? * 4 4 £655 Y 
*.5 a Y ſh, D aw; + . — 2 my N 
Dee - o __ SY , - "x _— 2 — —— 
2 - . =. pa » 
- 5 Pe DOE. . 4, rr 1 W 2 "og 2 2 w 


nothing of the great Impartiality in puniſhing 
only the Women at Bridewel/? Their Blemiſhes 
are ornamental; their Foibles are but a Shade to 
their Luſtre, to ſet them off the more : The In- 
nocence, conſummate Wiſdom of Men, is a Sub- 
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þ jet ſo entertaining, that it will excuſe the | 
» | Digreſſiog, | 
? I never read but of one naughty great Man, 
g and he lived as far as India at Marlippi, He was 
ſo vain, as to be pleaſed with a Statue, erected to 


his Honour, with this Inſcription, — TO THE LNA. 
| MORTAL MAN, when he had a Fiſtula upon 
| him. An impudent Fellow, who outliv'd him, as 

| my Pamphlet ſays, made this Epitath on him. 
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The Remains of an unquiet, vexations Creature, 
Who ftudy'd to make Mankind uneaſie; 
| His Delight was in Ravage, Deſolation, Cutting-Throats: 
Firebrand of Diftinfion ! 
Shining Plague ! 
Celebrated for Carnage. 

His Word was a Snare; 

His Buſineſs Diſturbance 3 

Human orgs his Muſics 
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(12) 
His Carcaſs deſecrates the Ground it covers; 
4: Miſchief of Renown ! 

The Idol of Flatterers ; 
The Pity and Deteſtation of honeſt Men. 


Admit ſtill that your Sex, our grand Sovereigns 
by Charter of Nature, and Right indefeaſible, 
ſhould ſometimes, for Variety, make a Slip in 
Point of Morals; (a thing rather to be ſuppos'd 
than granted; rare as Prodigies or blazing Stars;) 
yet I muſt own this faint recriminating will not 
excuſe our Sex, whoſe Duty is ſo very plain, that 
Whoever runs may read it“; evident as the Sun 
at Noon, loud as the Voice of Nature. But me- 
thinks 'tis great Pity that ſuch Demi. Gods, Beings 
of ſuch Luſtre and Pre-eminence, who are but a 
Barley-Corn ſhort of Perfection, ſhould be fo 
careful about the Breed of their Horſes and Dogs, 


And fo remiſs in the Education of their Children, 


eſpecially their Daughters. . 
Keen is your Satyr, good Lady, ſaid the other 
Gentleman; your Reproof, like the famous Spear, 
that did both wound and heal. For while you 
charge the Evil we complain of chiefly upon 
Want of Education; 'tis plainly intimated, that 
careful Education would go a great Way towards 
a Remedy. What you obſerve, touching a Neg- 
lect in this City, I doubt will be found too true 
thro? the Nation; and the little Education in Fa- 
ſhion, is calculated more for Shew than V/e ; ra- 
ther to recommend us to others, than benefit our 
ſelves: as if People when alone were either to 
fall aſleep, or ceaſe to be. | 


By the bye Madam, I little thought your Sex 
would complain for Want of Dominion, whereas 
Nature has veſted in you the Power of preſerving 
Families; by which you ever did, and ever will 


go- 


n 
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Thing to reduce wicked Liyers, than to have my : 


(13) 


_ govern this World. For divide the Husbands 


into two Sorts, the wiſe and otherwiſe ; The firſt 
will be obliging and morigerous, in View of a 
regular Iſſue: The others you eaſily manage by 
your natural Wit, which never fails you at a Pinch. 


Should Learning be added to the Shrewdneſs of 


your natural Parts, and that Prerogative lodg'd in j 
you by Nature, the Ballance of Power would be 


too much on your Side: We poor Men would be 


no more than Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of | 
Water *: Our precarious Deſtiny would depend 


upon your Frowns or Smiles. Should you be an- 1 
gry, we muſt become petrify'd, and inſenſate, as 


tably vouchſafe us ſome Sweets of Life, we muſt | 


taſt them, as Jonathan did his Honey, at the End i 
of 4 Rod. i e | 
We are not now talking how to mend the Frame {| 


of the World, as prating Alphonſo pretended to, \ 


but ſome of the Manners of it; and if ſomewhat 


miterial were offer'd to diſcourage Incontinence, 


leaving human Nature upon the Foot we found # 
it, the preſent Age and Poſterity too would think | 
better of us, than our Modeſty permits us to 
think of our ſelves. I would rather contribute my 
poor Mite to promote Honeſty and Goodneſs, than 
fix and find out the Longitude ; and ſhould eſteem #® 
my felf more happy, if 1 could fay or do any |! 


Name celebrated in Stone, Braſs, or Paper, for | 
inventing, or advancing any Thing, tho” never ſo 
uſeful, that muſt; end with Time. 1 

God is quaſi Good; a Being of infinite Com< 1 
paſſion and Mercy: Goodneſs. is his endearing © 
Attribute, by which he lays ſuch faſt hold on our 


Ingenuity, that our Duty becomes not onely our 


Intereſt, but our Honour. I had rather imitate a | 
Being 
— — - — 


2 Joſhua xix, 21. Þ 1 Sam, xiv. 27. 
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Being ſo gloriouſſy good, who does Good inceſ- 
fantly, without Merit, Motive, or Upbraiding, 


than to have Skill or Power ſufficient to found 


an Empire, or ſtop the Sun. The Pleaſure of 
Mind that reſults from making my Fellow-Crea-. 


ture eaſy in his outward Circxmſtances, is very 
conſiderable 5 but to be inſtrumental in bettering 
an Opinion, or Habit, where the Conſequence is 
Happineſs or Miſery everlaſting; to hand another 
into Bliſs, who was poſting, and juſt ſtepping in- 


to Flames, muſt gratifie beyond Deſcription ; and 
Hills one's Mind with Praiſes of God, the Fountain 


of Mercies, who by weak Means brings about 
moſt glorious Effects. But to return. 


| his Miſtreſs; with what Preſence of Mind he rea- 


foned himſelf out of her Snares; or rather, how 


abundantly the Grace of God appear'd, in ren- 


dring human Frailty Proof againſt the Violence of 
ſuch an Aſſault. 


Both Joſerhus, and Philo the Jew, have painted : 


dis Behaviour in admirable Colours, and repre- 


ſented him obſtinately virtuous in not complying, 
either by Tears or Threats, to abuſe his > Maſter 


and Friend. She follows him with Addreſs and 


Careſſes, Art and Importunity; with Language 


| of a double Edge; how paſſionately ſhe lov'd him 


how ſhe could undoubtedly ruin him, by accuſing 


him to Potiphar, who would believe her Lies, ra- 

ther than his Truth, as Jsſephus relates it. Things 

ſtood fo circumſtanc'd in Favour of the Intrigue, 
that it look'd as if he might ſave his Life, For- 


tune, and Credit, by conſenting; or riſque ym 
1 HOPE | FETT... 8 


r ee brei l Brava eO, Joſephus. 
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Looking over the Hiſtory of Joſeph this Morn- 
ing, with ſome Attention, I took particular Notice 
of the Method of his Defence, when tempted by 
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all by refuſing a diſappointed, ſpiteful Woman; 
who could hate to a Degree as well as Love; 
and had more Ways to ſhew her Malice, than 
Inclination. , 

But the great Man rallies his Underſtanding, 
oppoſes his Reaſon to the Chaff and Cobweb of 
amorous Tattle ; he tells her, that he was but a 
Servant. Behold, my Maſter wotteth not what 1s with 
me in the Houſe * ;, and in Virtue of that Relation, 
was obliged to be juſt and faithful in not em- 
bezzeling his Goods, or connive at others who 
ſhould attempt to defraud him in a minute Part 
of his Eſtate : — That ſceing his Duty engag'd him 
to be true to his Maſter in ſmall Matters, he could 


| not, with any Patience, think of ſuch an Act of 


Treachery and Baſeneſs. And that tho? in the Hurry 
of her Spirits, ſhe forgot her Station, and would 
degrade her ſelf, let her ſelf down diſhonourably, 
and ſubje& her ſelf to her Slave; yet his Con- 
ſcience, that would not permit him to cheat his 
Maſter of a Penny, would by no Means allow 
him to invade his Bed, and rob him of that Love 
of his Wife, which can't be transferr'd; or her 
of her Innocence. N 
He tells her farther, — That this his Maſter 
was likewiſe his Friend and Benefactor. That be- 
ing taken into his Service, in the Capacity of a 
Slave, he had not onely his Freedom granted, but 
was admitted into Poſts of Power and Truſt; 
none was greater in that Houſe than himſelf d; every 
one was Subject to his Audit and Controul: The 
whole Oeconomy, and Diſpoſition of Affairs, was 
lodg'd in him. He was confided in and diſtin- 
guiſh'd, as by a Friend or Father; and he utterly 
deteſted and abhorred the Thoughts of ſuch In- 
gratitude and Villany; 'twas ſo reluctant to his 
Ingenuity and Principles, ſo recoyling to a 
5 or 
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for ſeveral Reaſons addicted and attach'd to his 


Benefactor. 
He adds a third Reaſon, higher than the others, 


which will hold all Men at all Times — And how 


(rather than bow then) cun 1 do this great Wickedneſs, 
and ſin againſt God *? The Thing it ſelf is immoral 
a poſitive, heinous, deliberate Offence againſt 
God ; contrary to his Purity and Command; a 
manifeſt Injury to our Neighbour and our ſelves at 
once; in great Meaſure fruſtrating the Grace and 
Goodneſs of God, which taught us to live righ- 


teouſſy, ſoberly, and godly. 1 fancy Joſeph ſpoke 


not much unlike this. 


Many and valuable Obligations has my good 


| © Maſter heaped on me, a poor abject Captive z for 


© which of theſe ſhould I ow thus requite him? 

You can't ſure be in earneſt, while you mock me 
after this Manner. You are ſearching after ſome 
unheard of, nameleſs Monſter of Perfidiouſneſs, 


* 'Tis impofſible you can really value any Man, 


© and propoſe to him Shame and Plague; what 


Diſorder, Confuſion, and faultring, will overtake 
me, when next my Maſter ſees me; for I can't look 
at him. Cain carry'd a better Face, and a Mind 
leſs clamarous than mine would be. Chains and 
Death are more tolerable than Guilt ; which 


ance of Vengeance. I ſhall fancy Birds and Beaſts 
will reproach me; and expect the Earth to cleave 
aſunder to let me in, as diſdaining to bear fo 
© treacherous a Burthen. 

Every thing is at your Service but my Virtue, 
which will ſtand me in ſtead when nothing elſe 
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© very Being than That. To diſmantle my 
ſelf of my Innocence; and invite Hell into wy 
Sj = | Soul! 
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to gratifie your Curioſity, rather than Paſſion. 


dreſſes up innocent Creatures with the Appear- 


can; I had rather, if it was poſlible, forfeit my 
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(17) 
© Soul! my Bloud chills and runs back at the Men- 
tion. If all the World ſhould applaud me for it, 
© | ſhould hate my ſelf ſo much the more, in re- 
© gard I ſhould be that unhappy Occaſion of falſe 
* Thinking ; and by the ſame Behaviour, make m 
« {elf uneaſy, and my Neighbour weak and ſtupid. 
© conſider my ſelf as a Servant and oblig'dz bound 
© to be in my Maſter's Intereſt ; ſtudious of his 
© Advantage when he does not ſee me; careful of 
his Character and Quiet when he does not hear 
© me. But farther, 1 am the Servant of God too; 

and that Relation, which I would not part with 
for the Crown of Pharaoh, ſecures me the more 

© to my Maſter and you. For this you may depend 

© upon as a Truth unalterable — He who makes 4 
© Conſcience to ſerve God well, is moſt fit to ſerve Man. 

© When Paſſion diQates inſtead of Reaſon, the 
© Diſcourſe will be unreaſonable and unconcluſive. 
© Hence it comes that in Courſe of Talk, by way 
of Inducement; you are pleas'd to mention Secreſy, 
© Reward, or Reſentment. 

© As for Secreſy, *tis a thoughtleſs Impoſition up- 
on human Faculties; ſpoken and receiv'd when 
People are in Haſt. Can Bars, Bolts, Curtains, 
Shutters, exclude God, who made the Workman, 
and made him conſcious? Can a Man extinguiſh 
the Deity, when he puts out a Candle? Is our 
great Creator to be hounded out of Company like 
a Dog? Is there any Place in the World (all 
which he made) that he muſt quit, when we 
wiſh him away by locking a Door? Can a Bit 
of Iron or Wood deny Entrance to the Maker 
of the Univerſe ? No. A 
© The God whom J ſerve is infinitely glorious 
and unbounded. He fills all Places, at all times. 
Darkneſs and Diſtance can't impoſe upon him ; 
for the Sun ſhines by the Light he lends it : and 
he is here and every where at once. He knows 
© not onely what we do and ſay ; but what we 
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* meditate and deſign, We are all tranſparent to 
him; and he obſerves the Start of every Thought, 
F whether good or bad: becauſe he gave us the | 
Faculty of Thinking. The Cloſet is as open to | 
ES. him as the Market-Place; and the inmoſt Re- | 
c tirement, as the Corners of the Street. God needs 
c no Intelligencers; if he did, I ſhould accuſe my 
« ſelf for the vileſt of Men, (ſhould 1 now be led 
{ * © away) and eaſe my ſelf of the Burthen of Guilt. 
$i £ He ſtands by every Perſon, tho' inviſible, and be- 
bholds all things paſt, preſent, and to come, at 
t one View. be. . | | 
© We can eaſier be ſeparated from our ſelves than 
© God; ard ſooner run away from our own Eſ- 
£ ſence, than skulk and lye hid from his Know- 
© ledge, He is actually in the Room with us now, 
and hears me weakly aſſerting his Omniſcience z 
© and ires you as weakly attempting to abuſe your 
< jelf and Him. If the Company of a grave and 
good Perſon, awes you from expoſing your Cha- 
© racter, how will you dare commit Wickedneſs 
c jn the very Face of God? If debauch'd People 
© have remov'd the very Pictures out of a Room, 
© where they deſign to be filthy; what nameleſs 
© Impudence 1s it to be lewd, when God ſtands 
© by. and ſees ys unaffected with his Preſence and 
. Majeſty? 
<?Tis one thing to have Art or Craft enough to 
© ſave our Reputation; but another, and quite dif- 
© ferent, to have a ſteady Frame of Mind, and 
1 virtuous Habit of Soul, to recommend our ſelves 
1 © to the Searcher of Hearts *. Imagine God to be - 
always in your Company (as moſt certainly he 
© © jg) and theſe idle Thoughts will fly as Duſt before 
© the Wing. Do but think that he ſees you Where- 
| # eyer you are, whatever you do; that he is inſe- 
' © parably preſent with you; and then value you. 
. V 1 e 
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« ſelf for your Company: and bleſs him that he 


© does not leave you to your own wretched Con- 


duct. Be aſſured, that God is evermore cloſe by 
you, and your Converſation will reliſh of your 


* Company, and preſerve your Innocence. Re- 


member that God is conſtantly about you, in- 


© tends you to be a Temple for himſelf : Revere 
© your Make; do not deſecrate your Nature, 
© and become a Stye for the Devil. 4 

As for Rewards, they make no Manner of Im- 
* preſſion on me; for I am travelling thro' Life 
© as faſt as I can, and deſire nothing but Neceſ- 
« ſaries and Innocence upon the Road. Should 1 
© buy Hell at the Expence of my preſent Peace; 


I ſhould be miſerable here, and hereafter too. 
What ſignifies Money, when I can't ſleep for 


© thinking how wickedly I got it? What can a 
© Suit of fine Cloaths avail me, when I have a 
© Neſt of Hornets ſhut up in my Breaſt? when 


my Conſcience teizes and torments me, for hav- 


* 


© Ing been falſe to God, my Neighbour, and my 
* ſelf. The unthinking, perhaps, may envy me, 
© when I make a fine Shew ; whereas in Truth 1 
© ought to be pity'd. A mony'd Villain, is a Villain 


* ſtill; and he who heaps up the Wages of Sin, 


© is earning more Puniſhment : Treaſures up the 


 |* Wrath of a juſt God, and the Curſes of in- 


jur'd Men. | . | 
© I cart ſay, but that he who is a Steward and 


8 Truſtee of Money, (for no Man can be a Proprie- 


tor unaccountable) is deſirably circumſtanc'd 


© becauſe he has in his Power ſeveral Opportunities 


and Means of befriending himſelf and Fellow- 
Creatures in valuable Reſpects. But then, if he 
has not the Will and Inclination, as well as the 


* Ability, to do Good; a Sword in a Madman's 


Hand, is not ſo dangerous to himſelf or others. 


And if he came unfairly by it; if he barrer'd 
his Honeſty fot it; by comthits a greater Miſtake, 
31 boy 
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0) 
than if he ſhould empty his Purſe of Money, to 
fill it with Dirt, by way of Purchaſe and Ex- 
change. The Reaſon I take to be manifeft : 
Virtue will procure a ſerene and calm Mind 
Comfort in our Afflictions and Death; Pardon of 
our Sins; Aſſurance and Fore-taſt of endleſs Joy 
the Favour of God; glorious Immortality; in 
Compariſon of which, Scepters are not worth 
ſtooping for. Now Money can do nothing like 
this; generally ſpeaking the quite contrary. 
Alas, you and I ſhall quickly lye gaſping for 


Breath, upon the Brink of Eternity: Nothing will 
accompany us beyond the Grave, but our Works, 


It will then be utterly inſignificant, how much 
Money we had; how many Jewels or Eſtates we 
left; but what Lives we have led: how chaſte 
and charitable, devout and uſeful we have been : 
how we have demean'd our ſelves in our re- 
ſpective Conditions of Life. 3 

© The grand Queſtion hereafter will be, what 
Good we have done, not what Lands we had. 
Even Pharaoh himſelf, if he bas done amiſs, will 
be ſubject to the Reproaches of his own Mind, 
when he lies a-dying, if he dies with his Under- 
ſtanding and Senſes about him; and his Crown 
will be of no more Uſe to him, than a Wiſp of 
Straw. Money can't tempt me, becauſe it can't | 
help me when I ſhall want Help moſt ; that will 
be at the Hour of Death, and Day of Accounts. 

© I can't worſhip a golden Calf, or bow to a long- 
ear'd Beaſt, loaded with Ingots. I pity. the 
Wrictci who parts with Honour and Honeſty, 
his Soul, and whatever is of real Worth and In- 
trinſick, for a little Clay, which Opinion has 
given Value to in Commerce: and is too often 
laid out upon the vaſt Defign of finding Work 
for Flatterers aud Fidlers, Trumpeters and 
Taylors. My Innocence outweighs your Nene j £ 
N and 
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© and the Balance being on my Side, 1 intend to 

it there. \ ? . 
© And as my Hope is not affected with Lucre, ſo 
neither can Threats terrify me; for I am fearleſs 
and intrepid in Defence of my Virtue : and the 
Creature is not yet made, which can fright me 
into ſo baſe an Action as this. You may indeed 
miſrepreſent me, and be credited; the worſt 
that can happen, is Chains or Death: and they 
are better than Guilt. Suppoſe you could take 
away my Life, then I ſhould die ſo much the 
younger; and there is no great Matter in that. 
1 had rather it were ſaid upon my Tomb (if I 
© have one) — Here lies an honeſt young Fellow; 
© than — Here lies an old Rogue. And it would 
© be a better Epitaph for you — Here lies a Ma- 


© tron, eminent for Piety, Chaſtity, &c. than 


r 


— es 


© Here lies an infamous, inſatiate Adultereſs. 


He who believes not another Life after this, or 
© lives as if he did not, may be bully'd with Death, 
© becauſe he is rack'd and amaz'd with Doubts 
and Terrors of Non- Entity, or Torments which 


© lie on the other Side of the Grave; which he 
would avoid as long as poſlible, But I who verily 


© think, that my great and good Creator has ia 4 


© Wiſdom and Goodneſs eſtabliſh'd future Rewards 


© and Puniſhments : — That I am perfectly from 


© Home, as it were baniſnh'd while alive: That 


my Life is no more than an Iſthmus, or Neck of 
© Land, between two Oceans; whoſe Waves daſn- 


ing on each Side, will ſoon moulder and waſh 
it away: — That the Practice of Virtue is the 


Imitation of the Beſt of Beings: — That my . 
| © good God made me out of nothing, on Purpoſe 


© to make me gloriouſly happy, unleſs I am reſolv'd 
© to be undone: — I who ſteadily believe this, 
© can't be frighted by Death, or over-yalue Life. 
© Under this rational and ſtrong Perſwaſion, had 
« 1 a thouland Lives, they ſhould-all go; rather 
pea than 
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* than deliberately and maliciouſly abuſe and af- 
© front my dear Creator, my beſt Friend; whoſe 
© Providence and Care is over every Atom of the 
© Creation, but peculiarly concern'd about Man. 

© The ſteady Belief of this Providence, gives 
© me Sedateneſs and Courage ſuperionr to all the 
© little Attempts of Senſe and Violence; being 
© thoroughly convinc'd, that a Being of infinite 


j Power, Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Truth and Honour, 


© will not utterly deſert an honeſt poor Worm in 
© Difficulties, who puts Truſt in Him, and keeps 
* cloſe to his Duty. Streights and Temptations 


© are ſent to try us, if we do really and truly be- 


© lteve in God, by depending on Him; in the 
© Obſervation of his Laws: for a Coward may 
© pretend to. Valour where there is no Enemy. 

And if we do keep our Ground, by oppoſing 


© Reaſon to the Attacks of Senſe, and calling upon 


© God, whoſe Cauſe we engage in, as we have the 
« beſt Side of the Argument, ſo we have the beſt 
© Means and Weapons of Defence. Vice being 


founded on Miſtake, (for 'tis a Deviation from 


© Right) when propos'd to a Perſon reſolutely vir- 
© tuous; who gives himſelf Leave to think, and 
deſigns to maintain the Dignity of his Nature 
< muſt ſneak and be abortive : upon the ſame Rea- 
© ſon that Evil as Evil can't be deſir'd, and the 
greater Force repels the leſs. ' 

© *Twould be impudent and ridiculous for a 


© Company of Invalids, to ſummon a well-appoint- 


© ed Fortreſs to ſurrender at Diſcretion: *Tis as 


{© contemptible, that a rational Creature, who can 
| | © weigh Conſequences and Upſhot of Things, 
' | © ſhould be wheedled out of his Underſtanding, 
© Safety, Quiet, the Favour of God, which is bet- 


© ter than Life a, with ſuch ſilly Words and Trifles, 
© as in ſober and cool Thinking, he can't recoa- 
: . 
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b ſider, or overhale, without being half diſtracted. 
God gave me my Life; it can't be better em- 


< ploy'd, or ventur'd, than in his Service. He 
took me out of the Pit; handed me along hi- 


therto; made me to experience his Goodneſs : I 
can neither deſie, or diſtruſt him. If it pleaſes 
him to take my Life now, he takes but what 
was his own; and he may do what he pleaſes 
with his own, becauſe he has allow'd me that 
Liberty. He can't do me Injuſtice, by retaking 
what was but lent. If he thinks fit to clear my 
Innocence, he has ten thouſand Ways to do it; 
I lay my ſelf at his Footſtool, and ſubmit it 
heartily to his divine Will: Onely remember, 
that your poor Servant has told you ſome plain 
and wholſome Truths. Let not the Meanneſs 
of my Perſon, prejudice you againſt the Uſeful- 
neſs of Truth. 


*Tis not improbable, but that Joſeph reſcu'd and 
{ diſentangled himſelf from the Snares of his Mi:: 


ſtreſs by ſome grave and ſerious Diſcourſe ; and 
flung from her in a reſolute Integrity, and noble 
Diſdain to be polluted ; well knowing, that to 
commit a Treſpaſs againſt his own Body by Fa- 
miliarity with a Whore, and making it ore * with 
a Proſtitute, was diſhonouring and debaſing his 


Body in a vile Manner, by riſquing Diſeaſes, im- 


pairing its Strength, haſtening its Decay, making 
it both the Inſtrument and Subjef of Sin. He who 
joyns himſelf to Filth, who unites himſelf to a 


Jakes, who leagues with a Strumpet; depreciates 


and undervalues his Make, ſins againſt his own 
Body“; lays a moſt beautiful Machine, a moſt 
elegant Piece of Workmanſhip, wonderfully made 


by God himſelf, in a common Shore, and ſa- 
crilegiouſly alienates what God has purchaſed © and 


| de voted. 
But 
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3 (24) 
But for a Perſon to be given over to Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, to work Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs *; to 


make Adultery or Fornication a B lee; Mews 


An abandon'd Temper, ſunk into the Dre 5 of 
Prophaneneſs and Stupidity, void of every thing 


moral or modeſt; proves a Blot to the Rank of 


Beings he ſtands in, and ſo beſots him as to take 
away his Heart *. 5 1 a 

When the Heart or Mind of a Creature, made 
Rational, is departed from him, little elſe re- 
mains to diſtinguiſn him from a Beaſt, but Shape 


and Speech. When the wiſer Powers, and bright 


Faculties of a reaſonable Creature, are laid aſleep 
or benum'd ; when the Eye of the Soul, our Un- 
derſtanding, is blinded, ſo as not to diſtinguiſh 


between Good and Evil, Right or Wrong, Juſt or 


Unjuſt, Honourable or Diſhonourable z when the 
Will follows this blind Guide, which takes things, 
generally ſpeaking, as recommended by the Senſes, 


that uſurp upon Reaſon, and govern in its Stead : 


the whole Man is inverted, and becomes not onely 
another Sort of Being, than what God intended 
him, but quite contrary to what he was, when 
he came out of his Maker's Hande. 
Where Folly preſides, wild Notions and ex- 
travagant Practice will enſue; when a Perſon is 
given over to believe 4 Lie ©, and ſets out Wrong, 
the longer he travels, the more he miſſes his Way. 
Falſe Opinion directs him; Cuſtom renders him 
ſeared and callous, Proof againſt the Impreſſions 


of Advice; not aware of the Conſequence, he goes 


on as an Ox to the Slaughter, as a Fool to the Cor- 
refticn of the Stocks, as a Bird that haſteth to tho 

Snare, not knowing it is for his Life s. - 
That the Adulterer's Soul goes into a Camel, has 
been ſaid by the Jews. Be that as it will. How- 
Ever 


3 
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ever the Crime is varniſh'd over, and paſſed by the 


(25) 

Name of Gallantry ; the Gallantry of a ſtinking 
Goat, or a Town- Bull, is better Senſe. The At- 
chievements of the Heroes of Newgate and Tyburn, 
muſt give Place to ſuch Acts of Gallantry, as leſs 
injurious to Society. For, a poor Wretch robs his 
Neighbour of a Trifle, and forfeits his Life by 
Law, as a Terror to others. An Adulterer robs 
his Neighbour of what is moſt dear and valuable 
to him; does him Damage #rreparable; and 1s 
gently calld a Beau; a Man of Intrigue, or 
Pleaſure. | „ 
One has the Halter, the other deſerves worſe; 
tho' miſcall'd a fine Gentleman. Both the Thief 
and Adulterer wait for the Twilight * ; One ſur- 
prizes for a few Minutes, the other brands and 
diſquiets for Life. The Thief is wicked alone; 
the Adulterer involves another. The Thief wrongs 


the innocent only; the Adulterer wrongs both the 
| innocent and guilty. 


The Thief breaks a Door ; 
the Adulterer breaks his Faith, and cauſeth another 
to do the like. The Thief can by no Means be 
juſtified ; bur the Sin of the Adulterer is a Com- 
plication, or Legion of Evils: He periſnes in ill 
Company, Sampſon-Iike, daring and blind b. | 
He diveſts the Woman of her Innocence, Truth, 

Juſtice, Faith, Modeſty ; the Ornaments and Gra- 
ces of her Sex, which encompaſs her as a Glory; 


| by which chicfly ſhe ſhines, attraQs, and awes : 


For ſhe fades and tarniſhes when blown upon; 
when once ſhe is common, ſhe's unclean © When 
ſhe ſtands in every one's Way, and is joſtled by 
every Paſſenger, ſhe has no more Charms than a 
Turn-pike : where Boovics loll, and Dogs lift up 
their Legs. 

The Adulterer prophanes the Woman's Mind 
with lewd Principles; or confirms her, if vitiatcd 

| before; 


S 


Job xxiv. 14, 1. „ Judg. xvi, © Acts x, 23, 
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before; renders her impudent and ſteel'd; fly 
and treacherous; infamous and undone, both Body 
and Soul. He robs the innocent Husband of the 
F:1encſhip and Love of his deareſt Companion; 
who ſhould lighten his Care, and ſmooth the 


Ruggedneſs of Life; introduces Tempeſt and 


Jealouſy, that rages worſe than Fire amongſt Oil. 
He robs both the Criminal of her Honour ; the 
innocent of his Peace; and perhaps may injure 
Children yet unborn, by baſtardizing a Family, 
and catryiug away an Eſtate from the right Heir; 
vihereby Legitimacy, Teſtaments of Benefactors or 
Donors; the Wills of the Dead; Settlements ; 
Proviſions, and Entails at Law, are all defeated. 

Tis deteſtable to ſuborn a Wirneſs, much more 
to ſuborn an Heir; to defraud Poſterity. This 
makes him in a double Reſpect an Enemy to the 


Con mon- wealth; which encourages Induſtry, by 


ſecuring Property, deſcending to our Repreſenta- 


This Proviſion of the Law is fruſtrated by the 
Adulterer; beſides, Families are, by promiſcuous 
Mixturcs, fill'd with ſpurious rotten Iſſue 5 born 
feeble and diſeaſed, with bad Conſtitutions; unfit 


for Arts or Arms; by which the Community 


is affected, and Judgments brought down. 


| 3 Nupt i as 
Primum inquinavere, & genus & domos. 
Hoc fonte derivata clades; 
In Patriam, populumque fluxit. 
Quanta moves funera Dardana 
GCenti! —— hcu, ſerus adulteros 
| Crines pulvere Collines. 
_auret Achaicus 
Tents Iliacas Domes. 
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tives, whom every Man naturally wiſhes well to. 
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ö 

If Reſtitution be an Ingredient, and Evidence 
of Repentance, upon which our Pardon is ground- 
ed; it muſt be, to a conſidering Man, an amazing 
Aggravation, that he has done an Injury not to be 
repair'd. An Incapacity of doing Right to a Neigh- 


bour in this Caſe, ſhould deter him from doing 


Wrong; eſpecially when he becomes inexcuſable 
by having a Remedy *, which deſtroys his Plea or 
Pretence; for the leſs the Temptation is, the 
greater the Crime. 13 5 

The Murderer, Robber, or Detractor, do miſ- 


chief to the Perſon, Eſtate, or Credit; but the 
Adulterer endangers the Salvation of two at once. 


As if he needed the Sins of others to anſwer for, 
as well as his own : As if he wanted a Weight to 
link him, he makes a Witneſs to prove his Guils 
and Turpitude. EO | 
However Whoremongers and Adulterers may 
diſeſteem the Bed undefiled, and Marriage, which 


is bonourable in all“; yet is this venerable Inſti- 
tution an Eſtabliſnment of our wiſe Creator, in 


the time of Man's Innocence ©; and honour'd by the 
Preſence of Feſus, who did vouchſafe in Perſon to 
be at a Wedding %. Tis not a Creature of Art, 
or human Trick, or upſtart Invention; but the 
great God himſelf was its Author. *Tis more an- 
cient than the Law; (and indeed than the Want of 
the Law) older than Death or Sin. Husband and 
Wife is the oldeſt Relation in the World, next 
to that of Creator and Creature; and the Foun- 


dation of all other Relations. Prince and Subject, 


Brother and Siſter, Prieſt and People; reſult from 
that Relation of Husband and Wife. To violate 
this ſacred Bond, is to affront the divine Law- 
giver; and diſſolve what he has appointed and 
enjoin'd. The Endearments and Sanction of Mar- 

| D 2 | riage, 
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riage, ſtand upon a much better Foot, than Auguſ- 

tus 8 Julian Law, touching Eſpouſals, Chaſtity, 

at Divorces ; which the Hiſtorian and ® Poet com- 
| mend. 


Culpam pena premit comes. 
14 | — ena licentia 


as | Injecit; ainovitque culpas. 
7 For the Strictneſs of this Union is hallowed by 
; 1 Almighty. God, who only permits, not commands 


Divorces; and who makes it a Type or holy 
Symbol of things ſpiritual, to repreſent the Union 
betwixt Chriſt and his Church e. One would hope 
that when Perſons are adult, capable of chooſing for 
f  themlelves, entred into this moſt ſolemn Alliance 
Ik of Friendſhip and Love till Death ſhould part them; 
i; forſaking all other ;, to love, comfort, honour, ſupport, 
| | and keep onely to each other; this before a com- 
| petent Number of Friends and Witneſſes, in the 
Preſence of God, who is invocated ; and when the 
Wi Conſent is recorded; they ſhould not, for ſome , 
| trivial Conſideration, baſely and treacherouſly deſert, 
if and perfidiouſly break a Covenant, ſedately and 
"Ml checriuily enter'd into before God and Man. The 

Lord bath been Witneſs between Thee and the Wife 
WM of thy Touth, againſt whom thou haſt dealt treache- 
rouſiy s Tet is ſhe thy Companion, and the Wife of thy 
Covenant. Therefore take heed to your Spirit, that 
ou deal ant treacherouſiy 4. 

The Adulterer is not held by his own Conſent 
or Pact. His ow Law does not oblige him; his 
Practice proves him a Lyar; nothing can engage 
him to be honeſt, nor can he engage himſelf. He 
is condemned out of his own Month. 
| An Adulterer can't be a Man of Honour, till 
1 the Nature of Things, and Faculty of Thinking, 

| 1s 


4 Suetonius, Cap, 24, Þ Hor, carm. lib. 4. Ode 5. & 
135 Eh. r. * Malach. ii. 14, 16. 
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People agree to call him ſo, that would not make 
him fo; any more than bowing to a painted Poſt, 


the Woman's Mind; debauches her Perſon; brings 


Honour, then Miſchief is Honour. Should this pre- 


 Common-wealths do grace and give Credit to the 


OW 


e 
is alter'd by the Founder of the Univerſe. Should 


makes it a real Deity. The Adulterer prophanes 


a Diſeaſe or ſuppoſititious Heir into a Family 5 # 
fills it with Uneaſineſs not to be born or de- 
{cribed; makes the Man ridiculous ; the Woman 
ſcandalous and cheap : if this be like a Man of 


tended Man of Honour be paid in his own Coyn, | 
Thunder and Lightning would be more calm | 
than himſelf, . | - 

In the Preamble of the Patent from a King at 
Arms, which gives a Man a Title to a Coat of 
Arms, tis ſaid; That it being — 4 Rule in all 
well. governed Common-wealths, to grace and give 
Credit to the Virtuous and well-deſerving; as well || 
for the Encouragement of Others to follow their Steps, || 
in all honourable and heroical Virtues: as alſo to 
aiſtinguiſh the baſe and unworthy from Men of good 
Merit; — and that the Reward of Virtue is Honour. 
— Be that granted; then by Parity of Reaſon, 
the Reward (or Conſequence rather) of Vice, is 
Infamy or Diſhonour, The baſe and unworthy 
ſhould be branded, on the ſame Account as the 
well-deſerving are diſtinguiſh'd. If all well-govern'd 


Virtuous; then, for the ſame Reaſon, the Vicious 
ſhould be diſgrac d. And the more injurious and 
deſtructive to civil Society any Vice is, the Perſon 
who commits it ſhould be treated accordingly ; 
and his Character ſink in Proportion to the Crime. 
Should Equity take Place, the Adulterer would 
make but a poor Figure; would be avoided and 
abhorred as a Nuſance z an Object of Pity and 
Scorn. The Arms of Lichfield, which is a Maſſacre, 


would 
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e 
would become him; and the Leper's Motto, Un- 
clean, Unclean *. ; 

God is Perfection in the Abſtract, and the Foun- 
tain of Honour, which is a Ray or Appendage of 
Perfection. The nearer any Man approaches to 
Perfection, the nearer he muſt approach to Honour. 
Virtue has a Tendency to Perfection, becauſe *tis 


an Imitation of the Deity where he is imitable ; 


therefore the virtuous Man is honourable. Vice is 
a Deviation from Virtue, a Contradiction and En- 
mity to God, the Fountain of Honour : There- 
fore a vicious Man is diſnonourabbe. 
Power and Place are but Circumſtances, that 
can't alter the Nature of the Thing ; and may 
command almoſt any thing but true and inward Re- 
ſpect: for the Cap and Knee may be paid by ſuch 
as curſe while they bow. A Meteor drawn from 
Bogs is gaz'd at, but not valu'd. If a Man can't 


credit his Station by Merit, he may be endur'd, 


tho* not re/pected; and appears like an Owl 
perch'd high at Noon, or blind Sampſon, ſet out 
to make Sport Þ. | Ns 

There cannot be Evil, but where there is ſome 
Good; becauſe Evil is a Corruption of Good; a 
Deficiency in that Nature where Good was ſettled. 
Now God being Goodneſs it ſelf, Evil muſt be 
abhorrent to him; Honour being the Reſult of 


/' Goodneſs or Perfection, and Virtue being the Imi- 
tation of divine Goodneſs, or Tendency to Per- 
fection; the natural Means of becoming honour- 
able, muſt be the Practice of vertuous and generous 
Adions. For, | 


'Tis not a Piece of Sheep-Skin, and Bees Wax, 
that makes a Man truly honourable; but Virtue 


 diſplay'd in the ſeveral Acts of Uſefulneis and 
_ Morality ©. 
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„ 
The Thief, with his Pitchy Hands, carries off 
what he touches, and we hear no more of it: But 
the unclean Perſon daubs and ſullies whatever he 
lays his Hands on; and the Mark remains a Ble- 
miſh and Scandal. He injures the innocent, or 
hardens the impudent; whoever converſes with 
him is the worſe for him. He goes about ſcat- 
tering Miſchief, which multiplies and deſcends; 

whereas Jeſus went about doing good *. py 
ne 


eſt vera nobilitas quam vita humana clara virtutibus per 
electionem, & habitum animz Intellectualis, exterius ope- 
rantis — nec nobilitas eſſe poteſt, ubi virtus deeſt. 

Mulierum Raptores capite puniantur — lib. 4. 
— meretrices longè ab exercitu, ad minus per unam 
leucam ſub pena fracturæ finiftri brachii meretricis. 
— Id. lib. 4. p. 145. 


virture remota 

Migrat in exilium nobilitatis honos. Matt. Vindocienſis 
in poetrid. - 

Nobilitas ſola eſt animum quæ moribus ornat. Galterus 
de Caſtellione. 1 e 

Nobilitas ſola eſt atque unica Virtus. Fuven. 

Nobilitas hominis niſi turpia nulla timere. Ovid de nuce. 
Nec cenſus nec opes nec clarum nomen Avorum, 
Sed Probitas magnum, ingeniumque facit. Id. de Ponto: 

Sanctius eſt me meis geſtis florere, quam majorum opinion 
initi; & ita vivere ut ſim poſteris nobilitatis initium; 
& virtutis exemplum. Tully contra Saluſtium. 

Summa apud Deum nobilitas eſt, clarere Virtutibus — 
Says Ierenimus de conj ugio. 5 

Ovbnan pmny mo πιοενν Says Euripides. 

Fiſſures, Bordures, Baſton's Siniſter in Heraldy; mean 2 
Diminution. gh 

To the ſame Purpoſe, the Annotator upon Upton, pag. 31, 
32. cites Bartholus, Spelman, and Hoppingus, whio ſpeak- 
ing of Baſtardy, has theſe Words —— ex infauſto, 
damnabli, & obliquo congreſſu. 

Si poſſit Fornicatio & Mæchia denn) admitti, poterit & 
Chriſtus denuò mori. Tertull, de Pudiciti]). 
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Adulterers are treacherous *; lack Underſtand- 
ing; wait for the Twilight ©; join themſelves to 
Harlots a; do the Drudgery or Work of an imperious 
whoriſh Woman * ;, vitiate Families with the Seed 
F Adulterers and Whores , in a literal Senſe; con- 
trive how to be ungrateful to God, and a Plague 
to Men. If this be Honour, then has Mankind 
Hitherto been miſtaken in their Notion and 
Opinion of Things. Then is the Devil, who goes | 
about ſeeking whom he may devour , a Being of Ho- 
Nour. But Ee 5 
I think with Tay, That the Conſent of all Na- 
tions may be deem'd a Law of Nature; therefore 
don't wonder that they all concur to ſhew their 
Reſentment and Indignation at this deſtructive 
Vice, by their reſpective local Laws and Penalties. 
Heathens, Jews, Chriſtians, in all Ages, agreeing 
to puniſh this Sort of Immorality with Death, 
Pains, Baniſhment, and other Methods of Diſ- 
credit, plainly ſhew their united Ahhorrence. For 
an Account of which, the World is oblig'd to 
Mr. Collier bl. *Tis rather Matter of Wonder, 
that ſeeing the Crime 1s ſo univerſally condemn'd, 
that Mankind have not duly executed the Laws in 
Being, or framed others more effectual. There is 
a Puniſhment in Sweden, which Coiners and Nevil 
formerly underweat in England, that deters more 
than Death; as Experience ſhews. But 
Admit the World had not been unanimous in 
puniſhing this Vice, there is in the Nature of 
Things affix'd to it ſuch Shame and Reproach, that 
any thing which pretends to Ingenuity and Mo- 
deſty, or values it ſelf upon the Dignity of its 
Nature, would ſcorn and abhor to deſerve. The 


_ Impu- 
JC I s Job xxiv. 15. 
d 1 Cor. vi. 16. e Ezek. xvi. 30. ei 


5 Pet. v. 8. M Effiy on Whoredom. 


a Woman, can't endure her afterwards; but ſhe 


her exceedingly, ſo that the Hatred wherewith he 
bated her, was greater than the Love wherewith he 


Men will be fo complaiſant as to do ſo too. It 


Spirit, that has any Soul, or Spark of Honour left 
in her, to think, that when ſhe has been bubbled 


Diſtaſt, frequently deſtroy'd themſelves, to be re- 


(25) 
Imputation is ſo frightful, that even Pride may 
ſecure them, if nothing elſe will. | 
The hire of a Whore, and price of a Dog *, are 
coupled. There is not a Creature look'd upon fo 
much askew, or ſunk into the Dregs of Infamy, 
nauſeated and abandon'd ſo much, as a common 
Strumpet. The thinking and unthinking have a 
meaner Opinion of a common Whore, than a 
common Shore: Nay, even the Man who debauches 


appears to him monſtrous, vile, filthy. Ariſe, be 
gone, put her out, bolt the door after her, ſaid 
Amnon, when he had layn with Tamar >. He hated 


bad loved her. 1 „ 5 
elf the fair Sex would conſider this mortifying | 
Uſage, it would make them value themſelves more 
than they do; but if they undervalue themſelves, | 


muſt be a cutting Conſideration to any Woman of 


out of her Virtue and Charms, by an empty, | 
vain, frothy, lying Coxcomb, he has trampled | 
upon her like Dirt, and uſed her like a Dog. 

When the Mileſian Women, upon ſome ſmalkt | 


veng'd on others, the Magiſtracy made an Order 
that the Corpſe of every Felo de ſe, ſhould be ex- 
pos'd naked for ſome time, which wrought an ef- 
teRual Cure: Modeſty prevailing over Reſentment. 

It were to be wiſh'd, that the Women now a 
days would entertain ſuch a decent Eſteem for 


themſelves, as would make them ſcorn to put them 


E ſelves | 


an * r 1 
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(26) 
ſelves in the Power of any Libertine-Fop to treat 
them ſcurvily; eſpecially when they daily meet 
with ſo many living Monuments of Pity and In- 
famy. Some upon the Pariſh-Book ; others in 
Goals; ſome tottering about the Streets, as walk- 
ing Shades, and ghaſtly Spectres; rotten and rag- 
ged, without Bread or Noſes; whipt, avoided, 
curs'd. Very ſignificant, and emphatical are Ta- 
mar's Words to Amnon * ; And 1, whither ſhall 1 
cauſe my Shame to go? and as for Thee, Thou ſhalt 
be as one of the Fools of Iſrael. The wound, diſ- 
honour, reproach *, got by Incontinence, ſticks faſt ; 
is not eaſily wiped away. It begins in Folly, and ends 
in Shame and Scandal. When a Whore is called 


a deep Ditch ©, a deep Pit; and the Perſon who 


falls into it, ſaid to be abhorred of the Lord d; 
one would think it were enough to amaze and 
| Tterrify the guilty, and ſecure the innocent of 
either Sex. . 5 5 

A Woman is deſpiſed becauſe ſne complies; 
the Reaſon is, Chaſtity and Modeſty are venera- 
ble in their own Nature; and will be ſo as long 
as the World endures. When a Man has loſt his 
own Modeſty and Chaſtity, and finds the Want 
of it, he'll revere it where he meets it in others. 
*Tis hard to name any Miſchief, or any Vice, that 
Incontinence, in ſome Meaſure, does not contri- 
bute towards. Such is its Malignity, that it be- 
- fots and ſtupifies People; bereaves them of the 
Uſe of their wiſer Powers; and ſets them in the 
high Road of Abundance of Evils. 
An Habit of Whoredom ſears and benums the 

Mind; for being tranſacted without Witneſs and 

= : In 
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2 2 Sam. Xii. b Prov. vi. 33. © Chap, xxill. 27, 
4 Chap. xxi1 11. Chap. xiv. 9. 2 Sam. vi. 29. 
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„„ 
in the Dark, Impunity is miſtaken for Innocence 
what can't be proved, is not counted wicked: 8s 

if Diſcovery only made an Action immoral, and 
wiping the Mouth, was a Teſtimony of having done 
no Wickedneſs*. Repentance begins at Conviction 
of Mind; but if People will delude themſelves, þy 
fencing againſt Conviction, and think it no Crime, 
becauſe it does not appear on Evidence; they 
deviate from the Paths of Life v; confound the | 
eternal Difference of Good and Bad; mock the 
Omiſcience of God; walk upon the Brink of Hell ; = 
are undone without a Miracle, if the Thread f 
Life ſhould break. — 
= W hen once People give themſelves up to this ö 
Vice, they value neither Safety, Fame, Family, 
State, Quiet, nor Heaven it ſelf. Whatever the 
beſt and wiſeſt Men have ſedately and unant- 
| mouſly agreed to ſet a Value upon, and call Good; 
they ſacrifice all to this Monſter, and themſelves 
too. It ruines ancient Families; creates Diſcord, 
} Deſolation, Poverty, Duels, Wars; and all the 
Misfortunes conſequent thereon. It 'help'd to de- 
ſtroy the old World, and makes the e World 
a Scene of Miſery. 
A good Man walks as in the Eye of God, pe- 
lieves every Action will be ſifted and weig d; 
prepares himſelf by Purity and Holineſs, to enjoy 
an heavenly Bliſs, and ſecure his Soul. An unclean 
Perſon caſts about how to enjoy his Luſts, and 
ſecure his Character. He walks in the dark, and 
ſays, who ſeeth, who knoweth © ? Let his Reputation | 
be untouch'd ; he values not how he defies his 
Maker, by breaking his Laws; or what Injury 
he does his Neighbour. His having Recourſe to 
Darkneſs and Diſguiſe, plainly confeſſes that he is 
aſham'd of what he is going about; and that he 
| E, 2 thinks 
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thinks himſelf not anſwerable, purely becauſe he 
is not known. He 
And whereas Shamefacedneſs, or Modeſty, is a 
Curb, Reſtraint, and Preſervative againſt commit» 
ting a Crime; and Shame, upon reflecting after a 
Commiſſion, may prove an Occaſion of Repen- 
tahce; filthy Perſons, who ſneak about in the dark, 
or $kulk behind a Vizor, let looſe a wild Beaſt 


that no Body owns. This Beaſt tramples upon 
Virtue, without the common Check or Reſtraint of 


innate Modeſty, and without the common Dan- 
ger of being diſcover'd and accountable. The 
Riſque that naturally is annex'd to Vice being 
| 3 evaded, Virtue is outraged ; fenc'd by 
[aviſibllity, the Poiſon is ſcatter'd without the 
Poſſibility of Puniſhment, preventing, or Antidote, 
For, the Peſtilence that walketh in Darkneſs, is as 
fatal as the Deſtruction that waſteth at Noon, or 
the Arrow that flieth by Day a; and carries with 
it the poor Satisfaction of being kill'd hood-wink'd, 
or incognito. 
A Blot is no Blot till *tis hit, is true at Back- 
gammon; but 'tis vile Reaſoning, and falſe Mora- 
lity: for ſurely a Stab in the Dark, is a Stab ſtill, 
A random Shot may give a mortal Wound; tho” 
we can't convict the Perſon who did the Miſchief. 
I never heard the Blacks pleaded they did no 


Harm, becauſe they were in Diſguiſe ; what Opi- 


nion the Nation had of that Sort of Maſquerade 
is well known; nor can | believe a poiſon'd Ar- 


row leſs fatal, tho' I can't diſcern the Hand that 


flung ir. Jugglers may play Tricks, and deceive 
our Sight; but he that imagines the Deity can 
be impoſed upon by Darkneſs, or a little painted 
Canvaſs, believes a Deity of Clouts; that is, no 


WM God at all. 
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love nor value any 
think the World was made for them to range in; 
and every thing they could lay hold on was their 


| | 
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An appearing Openneſs and Freedom, with 4 reſolutz 
Reſerveadneſs, as little appearing as poſſible, has been 
mention'd as the Art of Converſation. To look 


thro? others, and not be ſeen one's ſelf, (as Æneas 


wandred about Carthage inviſibly 
clever. 
joſtle out Probity, or worldly Wiſdom deface Sin- 
cerity; much leſs that doing an immoral Act, 


) is arch and 


without being diſcerned, can either excuſe or ex- 


tenuate that immoral AQ, | 
However incontinent Perſons, who tranſact 


their Vices in the dark, may gloſs and palliate their 


Actions; one thing ſeems to ſtick and depreciate 
them. — They think tis all well, if they can but 
eſcape cenſure. — They value not whom they 


injure, provided they are not call'd to Account 


for it. — They don't a& upon the Square of do- 
ing as they would be done by. — They neither 
Body but themſelves, but 


own, and to be apply'd to their Luſts. This very 
Opinion is dangerous to Society, and qualifies 


them moſt properly for a Foreſt among Beaſts 


and Savages. For 


They are directed by Shew and Appearance; 
not by any real Principle of Honour and Virtue. | 
If they can but act the Hypocrite well, avoid a 
poſitive Charge and Proſecution, and ſave their 
Credit, *tis all they aim at. They matter not who 
is cheated, or debauch'd, or prophan'd; ſo it 
can't be fix'd on them as Actors. They regard 


not who are Sufferers; ſo it can't be prov'd that 
they were Doers. They are unconcern'd about the 
Uneaſineſs and Ruine they create to others; if 

x A they 


— 


— 


At Venus obſcuro gradientes acre ſepfir, 
Et multo nebulæ circum Dea fudit amictu 
Cernere ne quis eos. Virgil, Ex, lib, 1, | 


Still no Man can think that Art muſt. 
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chey but fence againſt a Diſcovery. They conſider 
the Penalty, not the Obligation of a Law; upon 
which Principle, or rather Miſtake, Murder would 
be no Murder, unleſs it were found out and 
prov'd, Whoever are govern'd by theſe Senti- 
ments, are the Bane of Order and Friendſhip. 


The Neighbourhood of ſuch Perſons is not to ſk 


be coveted, becaufe the Set of Principles which 
ſteers them, tends to annoy and diſſolve civil 
Society; and an unſeen Enemy is more dangerous, 
than one declar'd and barefac d. ; 

If a Society were form'd only of theſe inſidious 
Perſons, void of Honour and Honeſty, (it would 
be Res unius ætatis, as the Hiſtorian mentions of 
Rome, when it onely conſiſted of Males,) The 


Pox would eat up the Polity in one Age, if the 


Cut-Throats would let it laſt ſo long. 
Few there be, I hope, who glory in their Shame; 


tho ſome there be, who vaunt of having Compa- be 
mons of Diſtinction in this Crime, to ſhelter them- ;; 


felves. Perſons drowning, catch at Twigs; and 


when they want Senſe, multiply Words true or 


falſe. Squinting Innuendo's diſcover a Pett, but 
prove nothing. | 


i Who can believe that Perſons indulg'd with | 
the beſt Means of being and doing good; advan- | 


taged by Birth, Fortune, Alliance, Title, and 
whatever elſe the World has voted deſireable, 
mould ungratefully throw in their Benefactor's 


Face the Filth of Life, and encourage Non-ſenſe 


and Naſtineſs by Example ? 5 
Men of Rank and Cultivation can't but know, 
that we were all as Clay in the Hands of the 


great Potter ; who, by mere Motion, and Plenarty 


of Freedom, made one Veſſel to honour, another fo 
diſtonour e; and the more eligible Condition fal- 


ling to their Share, they are ſo much the more 


ob- 
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pbliged ; and they can't, in Point of Gratitude, 
but revere and honour their good Creator, be- 
auſe he has conferr'd on them Honour. God 
having entruſted them with Power and Variety of 
Means of doing Good, and given them Wealth 


fand be the more lewd, becauſe they are the more 
1 beholden, more in Debt, accountable to God for 
more than others. Filthy Vapours may obſcure 
„the Sun that exhal'd them; but Men of Diſtin- 
ction, can't forget who made the Difference. 
3 | Fools may make a Mock of Sin , and deſpiſe Wiſ- 
1 dom, but Men of breeding and Size are not to 
be cenſur'd upon Hear-ſay ; for their Stations draw 
> fon Envy and Temptations, which claim Allow- 
> flances. Still ſhould there be any who abuſe their 


Quality, and turn the Opportunities of doing 


Good the wrong Way ; they are extremely to 


- "be lamented for their own Sakes; for to whom 


much is given, of them much will be required ®: and 


the Deſign of Providence, by becoming Cham- 
pions for Vice, when they had it in their Power 
to do abundantly more Good, than others. 


- 
7 
L 


none truly Good *, ſo there is none abſolutely 


drop of a bucket, as graſhoppers, as nothing, leſs than 
not hing. The Maſter and Servant muit be judged 
by one Law: He who ſincerely makes that Law 


, [only Road to Happineſs, For Virtue and Hap- 
gree. Virtue is Happineſs begun; Happineſs is 


\ |the natural Conſequence and End of Virtue, 
Like 


Prov. xiv. 9. Chap. i. 9, b Luke xii. 48. Deut. 
. 7. . © Matt xix 1) * Ia xl. 25,17, 22. 


—— — 


by Heaps, it can't be ſuppoſed that they will 
plant a Battery againſt Heaven upon thoſe Heaps; 


they had better never been born, than to invert 


God is no Keſpecter of Perſons © As there is 
| 7 but Himſelf, All Nations before him are as 4 


the Rule of his Actions, takes the ready and 


 [Pineſs are fimilar, of a Piece, differ only in De- 


of 
4 
N 
1 
i 
: \ 


Performance, the Goodneſs of our God has made 


| en 
Like Jacob's Ladder *, the foot ſtood on the Earth, 
the Top reached to Heaven®, There is an effential 


Congruity betwixt Virtue and Happineſs: The 
Practice of Moral Duties regularly lead to a 


State of Comfort; as Vice is the Beginning of 


Sorrow. If a Man puts himſelf in the Road 
that leads to Paris only, to Paris he muſt come. 
There is in the Order and Diſpoſition of Things, 
an effectual Tendency and Aptitude of Virtue to 
Bliſs ; and the accidental Circumſtances of world. 
ly Poſition, or human Relation, which we have 


invented to converſe by, and ſerve a mutual Con- 


venience ; can't alter the Nature of the Thing, | 
which is intrinſick and inſeparable from it ſel; 
So that all Men who have Souls, and thereby 
bear the Image of God, of what Colour, or of 


which Side ſoever of the Line they live; if they 
uſe the Talents and Faculties entruſted with! 


them by proper Means, to due Ends, have a ſuf-| 


ficient Power (tho' perhaps in ditfering Meaſure) 
of recommending themſelves to their common 
Creator and beſt Friend; that is, of imitating} 


that great and good Being, who gave them ſuch 
Faculties, and ſet them ſuch Laws. | 


q 


Revelation has much improv'd and brightned 


the Moral Law, by facilitating the Work; aſ- 


certaining the Reward ; and other advantageous 
Methods. God having engaged to reward our 
poor and very unworthy Services, due in Virtue 
of Creation, has made himſelf Debtor to his 
Word, not us; and his Veracity affuring the 


better Terms for us, than we could for our 
ſelves. As this Dignation renders the Chriſtian 
| more 


1 
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who profeſs Chriſtianity, becau 
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more conſpicuous in general, as Saul was among the 


People; ſo does it lay faſter Hold of the Chri- 
ſtian; and enhance the Favour of .Diſcovery ; 


and more peculiarly engages do 24 of Condition 
e they have vaſt 
Advantages in particular of promoting Goodneſs, 
But if their Light be Darkneſs® ; if they ſhed ill 


Influences from aloft, like ill- conducted Phaeton, 


our Buſineſs will be to ſecure ourſelves by living 
by Precept; pity ſuch as are guided by Example 
only, and pray for them who do Harm by 


| Example. 


The divine Law makes the Simple become Wiſe © ; 
by ennobling the Mind, and inuring it to be 
converſant with moſt glorious Objects; by regu- 
lating the Faculties, and making them point 
right; by duly affecting our Hope and Fear; the 


two uſual Springs of human Movement. Now 


if the unclean Perſon would calmly and ſerioufly 


| fit down in his Cloſet, to conſider the Import of 
| ſome few Lines of that Law; tis to be hoped 
he may be cured of his great Hurry to be ruin'd, 


. ? 


| and pluck himſelf as a brand out of the fire. 


The wiſe Man tells us, Prov. vi. 32. That the 
\dulterer deſtroys his own Soul. 4. This is a ſhort, 


but horrible Account of Adultery. To deftroy, 
is the Work of an Abadden, or Apollyon. To de- 


ftroy any thing valuable by Nature, Art, or 


| Opinion, out of Humour or Spight, is look'd 
h this Candle of 
| the Lord, this Ray of Divinity; to trample in- 


upon obliquely. But to extingui 


to the Kennel this curious Piece, that has the 
divine Image ſtampt on it ; to deftroy a noble 
Creature, of divine Original, defign'd a Temple 
of the Holy Ghoſt, . of enjoying God him- 


® x Sam. Xx. 23. 


d Matt. vi, 23. Pfal. xix. 9; 
© Rev; ix. 11, | 


* Proye xx, 27, 
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ſelf, whoſe Ranſom coſt ſo much, is ſhocking 

and fatal. . Tm 
Divine Authors tell us, that Fornicators and 

Adulterers ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God * ; 


Z Thall be excluded the New Jeruſalem ; ſhall have 


their Part in the Lake that burns with fire and brim- 
ſtone d. Either theſe ſacred and ſerious Truths 


are believed, or they are not. If they are, *tis 


enough to diſpirit and ſhrivel the moſt daring 
Sinner ; damp their Purſuit or Refuge in little 
Tricks; and fright them into their Senſes and 
Duty: for no thinking Mortal would ſteadily 


oy on in the high Road which leads onely to 
_ Mile 


iſery. If they are not, then methinks the 


Principles of natural Religion (that being their 
higheſt Law and dernier Reſort ;) ſhould ſeize and 


ſtop them: - becauſe Man is not onely a Rational, 
but Religious. Creature by Definition ; and *tis a 


difficult thing to define a ſpeculative Atheiſt, be. 


cauſe *tis a difficult thing to be one; or form 


the Idea of ſuch a Wretch. But if neither the 
Thunder or Lightning reveal'd, nor the Sinkings 
or Forebodings of Conſcience, born and bred up | 
with them, can reduce them, they fall a piti- | 
leſs Sacrifice to vile Affections: And (I am | 
forry to ſay a Truth that ſounds harſh) God, who | 4 
#5 Love it Jelf ©, will laugh and mock when Cala- 


mity comes. 


- . *Tis ſurely, an Infatuation of uncommon Size, 
to perſiſt in a Vice condemned by moral, re- 


veal'd, and municipal Law; hated by God; de- 
trimental to Men; founded in Filth, practis'd by 
Stealth: which Hypocrites commit, and Mon- 


ters own. Name but Purity and Chaſtity; you 


have Admirers enough. Name but the Conſe- 
quences of Uncleanneſs, Chambering and * 5 
3 „ y po- 
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| (33) 
Hypocriſy, and Perfidiouſneſs ; endure them 
who can. nous "OM ; 

I beg pardon of the Company, ſaid the Gen- 


tleman, for conſuming ſo much of their Time 
with my Way of Talking, in which I obſerved 


but little Method or Dreſs ; becauſe I look'd upon 


| what was ſaid, to be of no great Moment. 
I differ from you, ſaid the Alderman, and could 
| have wiſh'd that you would tell us a Remedy; 


for I am convinced of the Diſeaſe, and its 


' Malignity, ; 


No, Sir, ſaid the Gentleman, Directions will 
better become your Mouth than mine; and 
there I leave it. 


Why then, ſaid the Alderman, if you'll put it 


upon me; [I'll give you a few Hints, with great 
Sincerity and Plainneſs; only premiſing this: — 
That by the juſt Judgment of God, He that 


ſowet h to the fleſh, does frequently of the fleſh reap 
Corruption literally; he ſtinks above Ground; 
| rots alive; has the Mark of the Beaſt upon him 
| in ſuch large Characters, that he who runs may 
read his Wickedneſs by his Puniſhment. — That 
tho' Fornication is not ſo heinous a Crime as 
| Adultery, in Reſpe& of ſome Conſequences at- 
_ tending Adultery ; yet they both proceed from 
; vitiated, corrupt Mind; directly violate the 
Moral and Revealed Law; and naturally tend 
to Ruine and Confuſion. 


Now, be the Woman never ſo common and 
profeſs'd ; yet ſhe has a Soul to be ſaved; Rela- 


tions to be griev'd; Neighbours to be ſcandaliz d. 


The Wretch who deals with her, would not 
have his own Relations treated as Harlots® ; 


and yet, at the Peril of his own Salvation, 


he deals by another, as he would not be dealt 


by himſelf This indeed is the golden Rule, 


. and 
— — — — — — — 
Gal, vi. 35. d Gen. xxxly. 31. 
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(36) 
and. was ſuch a darling and favourite Axiom 
with the Roman Emperour, that he order'd it to 
be wrote 1n ſeveral Places in his Palace; and the 
Executioner to repeat it ſeveral Times, while he 
was puniſhing a Malefattor. 

This equitable Rule, Do as you would be done 
by, I recommend to be graven on every Man's 
Heart; uppermoſt in every Mind; a Guide or 


Meaſure of his Actions. This is my firſt Hint | 
towards a Cure: Very effectual it would prove, | 
if People would keep themſelves awake and con- 
ſiderate; and let this noble Principle influence and | 
govern, If this Man of Filth and Poiſon be not | 
in too much Haſt, I'll help him to a Soliloquy ; | 
which was overheard from a Perſon exactly like | 


himſelf, to entertain his Thoughts a little before 
he goes out a Gallanting. : 


chief: but how could I bear ſuch Uſage my 
ſelf? I look upon Women to be a Sort of 
wild Creatures, you may have them for catch- 
ing, ſeize them they are your own: but ſhould 
another Man think ſo too, and try the Expe- 
riment on my Wife, my Siſter, my Daughter, 
my Relation: would my Patience hold out? 
Probably this Day I may ſow the Seeds of 
Quarrel and Jealouſy in a peaceable Family, 
that never may be rooted up: how could 1 
endure Tha, were the Tables turn'd? No Man 
in the World loves himſelf better than 1 do, 

in 


— — — 


I intend this Day to debauch ſome Woman, 

no Matter who or what ſhe is: but ſhould | 
another, as lewd as my ſelf, debauch my Wife 
in my Abſence, how ſhould I reliſh That ? Per- 
haps I may communicate a Diſtemper to an | 
innocent honeſt Husband by the Whore his | 
Wife: Should 1 be ſerved ſo, how could I 
take it? Perhaps I may help a Man to an | 
Heir for his Eſtate, and thereby cheat his in- 
nocent legitimate Children; and do other Miſ- 
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© in Truth I neither love nor value any. Body 
© elſe; for I Iook upon Mankind as born for my 
© Uſe, if I have Skill enough to impoſe upon 
© them. I love my Eaſe abroad and at home; 
© that my Credit, Safety, and Quiet, ſhould be 


| © preſerv'd: what ſhould I think, ſay or do, if 


© any wicked Perſon ſhould invade my Right to 
© what I eſteem ſo valuable? But hold, whither 


am I going! I ſhall deviate into Senſe, and 
| © enſnare my ſelf into Virtue if I han't a Care. 


© Avant Reaſon, Reflexion, Duty, Honour ; fleep 


© Conſcience till I awake you. Be chang'd ye 


© eternal Nature of Things. Deity become no 
© Deity, while I revel; for I am a firutting 
© Worm, and am not to be governed this Day, 


© but by Luſt, Bully, or Pimp. 


Another Hint is; That before any Perſon goes 
out of his Room in the Morning, he ſhould cut 
out the Day, and make proper Appointments of 
Buſineſs to each Part; that he might not be like 
a Cork upon the Thames, or an empty Veſſel 
turn'd a Drift, without Anchor or Ballaſt, at 
the Command of every Puff, or Eddy. A Per- 
fon who can employ himſelf, has a manifeſt 


Advantage of another that is idle. Even a Pre- 


rence to Buſineſs, is a Skreen from being pick d 
up by Strowlers. For at all Times ſome Perſons 
will be idle; and whither ſhould they go, but to 
Perſons as idle as themſelves. An idle Habit, 
lays a Man in the Way to be hit, like a ſhort 
Bowl ; and expoſes him to Temptations of divers 
Kinds, but to this Vice more eſpecially. | 
Horace aptly calls it Laſciva Licentia *, Laſcivi- 
ow Indolence; becauſe Idleneſs naturally tends to 
Venery. Theophraſtus (or divine Speaker, fo calbd 
by Ariſtotle, whoſe Scholar and Succeſſor in his 
School he was) ſpeaking of Love, calls it, n9G& _ 


* Carm. ib. 1, Ode 19. 
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Joys i, the Affection of an idle or unemploy d 
Mind. To the ſame Purpoſe, Horace has another 
beautiful Expreſſion, inviting his Friend to be 
merry and unbend, ſays, — munitæque adhibe vim 
Sapientiæ, which I think will bear this Conſtructi- 
ON, — Looſen your ſelf from being ſcrious: Lay aſide 


your Guard of Wiſdom : as if Employment was 


Proof againft DO NeneINd d. The Reaſon why 
Solomon forſook the Wiſdom of God ſo ſoon was, becauſe 
he had no outward Diſcipline to keep him employ'd, as 


Dr. Goodman in his Winter-Evening Conference cites 


from St. Gregery. Buſineſs becomes every Man, 
as Idleneſs diſgraces him. *gev I Yy arwds, 
ſays Heſiod. Employment is no Diſcredit ; ſo far 


from it, that it is a Safeguard and Protection 
from various Follies: When the Mind is intent 


and beſpoke, there's no Room for the Pancy to 


be roving after Trifles. 


And therefore wiſe Legiſlators had always an 


eſpecial Regard to encourage Induſtry and Appli- | 


cation to Buſineſs, as great Service to the Pub- 


lick, which is made up of private Perſons. Solon 


made a Law, that the Son ſhould not be obliged to 
grown Old, if they had not 
bred him to Buſmeſs . And the Jews have a Say- 


ing, 


r 


= Carm, lib. 3. Ode 28. : 
b Socrates commending Hipponicus, has this Expreſſion 
— (ad Demonicum) dd eadvuay Mννẽjnñ my g, ae 
# uy onua mi; mvors T0 bn, 7 Is wx l xh 
umueyy. He did nor ſpend his Life in Sloth ; bur exer- 
ciſed his Body in Labours : whereby his Mind became 
Proof againſt Dangers. | 3 
Seneca ſays thus, — Illorum breviſſima ac ſolicitiſſima 
tas eſt, qui præteritorum obliviſcuntur, præſemtia negli- 


8 > mm 


gunt, de futuro timent; cum ad extrema venerint, ſero 


intelligunt miſeri, tam diu fe, dum nihil agunt, eecpatos 
fuiſſe. De brevitate Vite, Cap. 15. — Aliquid temporis 
tui, ſume etiam tibi ſatius eſt Vitz ſux Rationes, quam 
frumenti publici nòſſe. Cap. 18. 
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639 | 
ing, — That He who does not breed his Son to Buſmeſs, | 
deſuns him to be a Thief. Wis oo 5 
he whole World is one great Emporium of 
Negoce; and a Perſon who has nothing to do 
in it, looks as if he did not belong to it. Hu- 
man Life, as tis managed, is a Sort of Hurry; 
where ſo many are driving to and fro about 
their reſpective Affairs; to fee others ſtand idle, 
| liftleſs, oſcitant; is not much unlike the Statues 
in the Nitches upon the Exchange; who take 
up Room, ſtand high, look grave and ſolemn in 
the midſt of Buſineſs, but are really ſtupid. 
There are many Ways to employ a Gentleman, 
| beſides Books and neceſſary Exerciſe or Recrea- 
tion, which will keep him out of Harms Way, 
and ſecure him from Lewdneſs. Mufick, Paint- 
ing, Engraving, Mechanics, Gardening, Dialling, 
Grafting, emproving Land, raiſing Nurſeries of 
Timber, Mathematicks, Surgery, reconciling Dif- 
ferences, countenancing the Unfortunate and In- 
duſtrious. If a Man's Heart ſtands right, he'll 
: ſpend his Time innocently and uſefully, in ſuch 
a Manner as Chriſtian Prudence ſhall direct, to 
his own eternal Safety, and the Reproach of ß 
wicked Livers; who may do ſo too if they pleaſe, | 
and preſerve their Vineyards from being over- 
grown with Thorns and Nettles, That is, may 
prevent their Minds from being the Seat or Seed- 
plat * of unclean, filthy Thoughts; which may ||} 
__ into Actions, rather to be abhorred than 
nam d. | D 
Whole Nature is buſy, in its Intellectual, Ina- 
nimate, Senſitive, and Vegetable Parts. Angels 
by their Activity and Spirituality are iniſtring 
Spirits > ; are highly honour'd to receive and 
execute the Commands of our common Creator; 
„ and ſhine by their Employments, The Sun travels 
F | - | about 
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(40) 
about his, Buſmeſs, drops his Fayours as he goes 
along; is never unemploy'd. The Stars, which 
we call fix'd, never ceaſe Motion about their own 
Axis; and are uſeful to ſuch as obſerye their 


reſpective Appearances. The Planets influence and 


preſs according to their Nature ; work above ; 
entertain and divert below. The Beaſts, Birds, 
Fiſhes, Reptiles, Inſects, keep the never-ceaſing 
Method order'd by Providence ; and fill their 


Poſts. Wind and Storm fulfil the Commands of 


our wiſe Creator. All the Elements are engaged 


in a perpetual Round of Buſineſs, adapted to 


their Nature, when our God gave out the Al- 
mighty Fiat. — The Earth teems and brings forth; 
* that were idle, Mankind would periſh. The 
Devil too is active and ftirring ; ſearching and 
ſeeking whom he may devour v. Nothing is fo idle 
as Man; nothing hurts him ſo much as being 
idle and inconfiderate. When an Heart or Mind 
is empty © (22>alowrm) that is, idling, unemploy'd, 
unbuſied ; wicked Spirits are tempted to enter in, 


and dwell there. 


Next to doing quite nothing, or folding hands, is 
doing nothing to Purpoſe *; waſting our Minutes 
in mock Buſineſs, and ſham Employments; where- 
by People cheat the World and themſelves at 
once, Hence come the mighty Charms of a 
Looking-Glaſs, that engages Perſons to lift up 
their eager Eyes to nothing but that whole Hours 
together; and waſte a Morning, the beſt Part ef 
Life, in decking, viewing, reviewing an Idol of 


— 


their own making; to which onely they pa7 


their Devotions. 

To dreſs, undreſs, alter the Proſpe&, in order 
to found a Complacency toward ſelf, looks as 
if Nature were ſuſpected not to have done her 
TRAILS Os N art; 
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Part; and the Report of the Glaſs was as uneaſy 


to the Gazer, as twas to Acco. To marſhal and 


array a thin Shadow till it pleaſes, ſhews what 
Art, Vanity, ſtrong Fancy, and 1dlene/s can do. 
Bleſs me! — To obſerve ſeveral Looking- 
Glaſſes nicely placed to cure the imaginary De- 
fe& of having no Eyes behind; and ſet the back 


Parts before the Face. — To ee People march, 


countermarch, curyett, and ſeem gratify'd at the 
Figure they have wrought themſelves into; 
would really create, or cure the Spleen; and 
bring to mind the noble Employment of Domi- 


tian. He indeed killed the Flies who intruded 


into his Privacies; but theſe buſy idle Perſons, 


paſs their Retirements in a dangerous Plot againſt 


others as idle as themſelves. — How to fire and 
blow up a two-lepged unfeather'd Animal, juſt come 
from parading at the Glaſs too. — How to cul- 
tivate and make the moſt of a Temptation; im- 
prove Concupiſcence ; Factor for Luſt; and 
ſpread a Cobweb to entangle poor Inſedts in 


Underſtanding. 


It would look very merry, if ſome People ſhould 
ſwear the Peace againſt the Valet and Tire- 
Woman; but 'tis in Truth an affecting Conſide- 


ration, That the Bleflings of Wealth and Leiſure | 


mould be turned to a Curſe, in being laid out 
to negotiate for Lewdneſs; and ſo great a Part 
of Life conſumed upon Purpoſes unbecoming @& 
Creature, Rational or Chriſtian. 
When God conducted Jae! thro' the Wilders 
neſs; their Entertainment was all Miracle. He 
fed them with Bread from Heaven, the Rock 
found them Drink v. Under every Buſh lay greater 
Variety than the Shambles could ſhew ; and ever 
Shrub could reproach the Cook and Confectioner. 
The Wilderneſs abounded with better Proviſions 
2 „ than 
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1 than the Marſet. There was Plenty inſtead of 
| Barrenneſs. Paradiſe remov'd into the Deſert. The 
| parched Ground became a Pool; the thirſly Land 
ft Springs of Water, the barren did bear ſeven b: 
| There was more Danger of Surfeir than Famine ; 
1 and Luxury it ſelf might have cry'd out — What 
lack I yet ©? For they had the Food of Angels, able 
1 to content every Man's Delight, and agreeing to every 
Taſt, and ſerving to the Appetite of the Eater, it 
temper'd it ſelf to every Man's Liking . One might 
have thought nothing remain'd to be asked for; 
That they never would have been zneaſy at be- 
ing Eaſy; or Angry at being conſtantly pleasd. | * 
But alas! God himſelf cannot pleaſe ſuch, || ' 
who have nothing to do but find Fault. They | * 
are idle, and dont know what ails them, They 
were conſidering how to invent Wants: and caſt- || + 
ing about how to raiſe a Grievance. Had their 
f" Time been taken up in proper Buſinefs, or earn- | 
bl ing daily Bread. Labour would have uſefully \ , 
( 
( 
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determin'd their rambling Minds, and ſweetned 
their Morſels at once. But being unemploy'd, 
i Feaſting and Idolatry © came into their Heads: 
They ſate down to eat and drink, and roſe up to 
play. Not content with that excellent Proviſion | | 
made for their Bodies, they deſired Meat for 
their Lufts *, Meat, not ſo much for Support | - 
and Health, to anſwer the Cravings and Demands 
* of Nature, or Ends of Living; but Meat to gra- 
tify their extravagant Fancies, pamper Inclina- 
tion. They muſt be dieted up to Laſciviouſneſs; 
fed to a Criſis or Gift of catching fire ealily : leſt 
Temptations ſhould be reſiſted, and Vice diſ- 
couraged. ä 
" Idle Perſons are not only the Booty of bad 
Men, and Pity of good; but a Snare to them- 
| ſelves. 
Iſai. XxxV. 7. b 1 Sam. ii. 5. Matth. xix. 20. 
« Wiſd. xvi. 21. e Exod, xxxii. 1 Cor. x. 
£ In the Original, tis Meat for their Souls, P/a/, [xxviti, 189 
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ſelves. For by miſpending their Time, they 
ſeem to cry themſelves to be let to ſuch as bid 
neareſt Inclination. And what that is, ſufficiently 


appears in Lightneſs, Wantonneſs, and other artifi- 


cial Methods of dumb Language, — Eyes full of 
Adultery * and the Shew of their Countenance wit- 
neſſing againſt them ®. 2 

© eAoyſthus could not help his inceſtuous De- 


ſcent ; but his Adultery, which occaſion'd his own 


Death, and that of others, was chiefly owing 


to Idleneſs. 


Dinah having ſpare Time upon her Hands went 


cout to ſee the Daughters of the Land *, and met 


with the Son of Hamor and indolent David found 
out Bathſheba *. | 1 

Abundance of Idleneſs led the Inhabitants of 
Sodom to give themſelves over to Fornication, and go 
after other Fleſh * ;, till the fiery Deluge, terrible 


and amazing; till Hell pouring from the Clouds, 
\ ſer them forth an Example; and in a Manner be- 
came an Earneſt of their Suffering the Vengeance of 


eternal Fire ©. 

Idleneſs and Filth did as it were force the 
Deity to do his Work, his ſtrange Work ®, by 
Brimſtone and Fire ; whereas the Mildneſs and 
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1 Per. ii. 14. > Tai; iii. 9, 16. 


< Quzrirur, ÆEgyſthus quare fir factus Adulter ? 
In prompru cauſa eſt; Deſidioſus erat. 
Fac monitis fugias otia prima meis. 
Hæc ut ames, faciunt; hæc quod fecere tuentur: 

Hæc ſunt jucundi cauſa, cibuſque mali. 

Otia ſi rollas, periere cupidinis arcus; 
Contemptæque jacent: & ſine luce faces. 
Cedit Amor rebus; Res age, tutus eris. 

Ovid de Remedio Amorn, lib. 1; 


4 Gen, xxxir. 2 Sam: xi, * Ezek, xvi. 49. 
* Jude, Ilai. xxviii. 21, 1 
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Mercy of his Being moſt naturally appear in the 
Cool of the Day *, the ſmall ſtill Voice b. 


A third Hint I would offer is this: — That we 


preſerve a decent Value for our ſelves. I don't recom- 
mend Pride, which is an over-valuing our ſelves ; 


but that every one ſhould duly regard and revere 


the Dignity of human Nature, which would put 
him upon a noble Scorn to do a baſe Thing, Let 


no Man deſpiſe thee, ſays the inſpired Author ©; |! 
that is, give no Man a juſt Handle to deſpiſe thee. | 


A Piece of Advice that is applicable to the pre- 


ſent Purpoſe ; tho' primarily given to caution ' 
the Clergy : and abridge the Laity of an im- | 


Proper Liberty. 
Vice will be followed with Contempt and in- 


ward Diſeſteem, tho' perhaps ill Nature, or | 


Shamefacedneſs, or good Breeding, as 'tis miſ- 


calPd, may ftop a friendly Reproof. We are all 


the Of-ſpring of God * ; little lower than the An- 


gels ©; ſpeaking Prieſts of Nature; Creatures of 
Diſtinction, Pedigree, Divine Extract; deſign d 
for noble Purpoſes. And to degrade and fink | 
our ſelves by beaſtly Actions; to wallow in Filth; to 
become a Seat, or Centre, or Sink of Naſtineſs; to 
make the gratifying our * concupiſcible Appetite, | 
after an illegal immoral Manner, the Buſineſs or | 
chief Deſign of Life, proceeds in great Meaſure 
from a baſe Deſertion, Negle&, and Dilefteem | 
of our ſelves ; from an Inconſideration that we 
are Creatures of Quality and Honour; and as 
ſuch, ſhould ſcorn to be a Tool or Drudge to 


Luſt. 


2 Gen; iii. 8. d 1 Kings xix. 12. © Tirus 18, 13. 


a Acts xvii. 28. * Plal. viii. 5. 
b ln me rota ruens Venus : 
Cyprum deſeruit —— Hor, cartns lib. 1. 
5 Nehem, vi. 11, | 
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Should ſuch a Man as I fee? ſaid the Jem s. | 
Should ſuch a Man as I, ſhould the ne ; 
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ſay, unhallow my Nature by my Practice; lodge 
the Image of God in a Brothel-Houſe ; conde- 


ſcend to be damned, inftead of being a glorify'd 
Saint; take more Pains to be ruin d than would 
ſave me; and being call'd to a Kingdom, like 
Saul, ſhould hide my ſelf among the Stuff *? Name 
it not! . 12 
b To be link'd to a Whore, is not unlike that 
Piece of Slavery, and Act of Barbarity of the 
Tyrant Mezentius; who forc'd the living Subjects 


to lug about the dead, hands to hands, face to 


face. To turn Slave to a vile Affection, and let 
the Beaſk govern the Mar, is totally altering 
the Method of Providence; rruckling where we 
ſhould rale; ſetting Servants upon Horſes, while 
Princes walk as Servants on the Earth ©; permitting 


them to have rule over Princes, which is unſeemly a; 


covering over the Diamond with Ordure ; be- 


coming Slaves to our Servants, A Man who ſub- 


jetts his Reaſon, Honour, Conſcience, and what- 


ever elſe 1s truly valuable, to his Luſts, is a Man 
turn'd upſide down ; and ought to be painted 


in that odd Poſture of Hudibrass Fly, who 
Reſts with his Tail above his Head, 


How nice is Mankind in preſerving their Ho- 
nour, or at leaſt the Shadow of it? A miſtaken 
Look, or Word, or Geſture, moves the Hand 
to the Hilt, and Bloud muſt expiate for nothing; 


when theſe very Men uſe themſelves after the 


moſt 


— — a 


® 1 Sam. X. 22. 


1 


Þ Mortua quinetiam jungebat corpora vivis 
Componens manibuſque manus, atque oribus ora. 
Tormenti genus ! & ſanie, tabòque fluentes 
Complexu in miſero, longã fic morte necabar. 
See e Virgil En. 8, 
© Eccleſ, x. 7. Prov. xix, 10, 
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moſt {ſcandalous Faſhion without Remorſe ; ſtart 
and fly out when they are affe&ed by the ſame 
Immorality in others, which governs them ; and 
chooſe rather to be mark'd and bor'd for perpe- 
tual Servants to a ruinous Luft, than apply them- 
ſelves to the Service of God, which is perfect 
Freedom. : | 

Farther, I would adviſe, that Perſons, by way 
of Prevention, ſhould examine themſelves fre- 
quently, touching their Love to their Children. 
No Man would be willing to be thought barba- 
rous to his Children; nor would he endure to be 
taxd with a Deſign to ſtarve or ruin them. 
Never was there a Law that Parents ſhould love 
their Children, for the Law of Nature ſuperſedes 
it. Such a Law would have been as uſeleſs, as 
a Law obliging to eat when hungry, or reſt when 
weary. Now as deep riveted as this Law of 
Nature of loving Children is, I believe it can be 
made manifeſt ; that incontinent Parents are egre- 
giouſly unnatural to their Children. To cure 
them of which Cruelty, I offer this Meditation 
for their own Ule. ” 
© What lovely Children hath God given me; 

© how innocent, how engaging ! Can I find in 
© my Heart to take away their Bread, and carry 
c it to a filthy Strumpet or Jackanapes Gallant ? 
Shall I cloath a Whore or Bully, and let my 
| © poor dear Children go naked? Theſe pretty 
© Creatures will want Education, to be poſted in 
© the World for an honeſt Livelihood; ſhall I 
© laviſh my Subſtance upon my Luft, which Pro- 
* vidence gave me to provide for Them? Shall I 
© leave them nothing but the Gallows for an 
* Inheritance... -- | 
© If God continues Life, ſhould not I be over- 
b joy'd to ſee my Children live comfortably ? 
or 


? Exod. Xxi. 6. 
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e e or ſhould 1 be pleaſed to find the Fruits of my 
© |< own Neglect, and hear the ſeveral Diſpoſitions 
d e of them, enough to rend my Bowels, and tear 
my Heart- Strings? One whipt for Stealing; 


© another in the Mint; a Third in Bridewel; a 
E Fourth in the Ordinary's Liſt of Penitents ? 

| © Toads, Vipers, Vermine, take Care of their 
/ |< Young; ſhall I be worſe than them? How 
will my Children curſe me hereafter in Rags; 
when my Luſts have conſumed what their 
Neceſſities call'd for? How can I look them 
in the Face, for being ſo inhuman? Virtue is 
attracting and charming wherever it is: but 
how can I expect my Sons ſhould prove ſerious 
and good, or my Daughter chaſte ; when I ſet 
them ſo lewd an Example? Shame on my 
Conduct! Thus to vitiate their tender Minds; 
„thus to prophane their Principles; for they 
can't but obſerve my ſcandalous Life, and will 
© be too apt to imitate! Wretch am I to ſhew 
c © them the Way to ruine Body and Soul. The 
7 © Bowels of Parents yearn toward their Children 
by the Texture of human Nature; but I have 
1 © defac'd the original Impreſſions of Pity ſtampt 
on my Make; given my Children a Kone in- 
© ftead of Bread; a Serpent for a Fiſh; a Scorpion 
„for an Fgg*. Inſtead of providing for them 
Things of Support, Comfort, and Uſefulneſs ; 
I have help'd to delude and deſtroy them. 
2 © Whereas Love naturally deſcends, I have gone 
( © counter to the Dictates of Nature, and de- 
void of all Kindneſs and Compaſſion to my 
Children, of whoſe Being God made me an 
| © Inftrument: I have poiſon'd their Minds; and 
| © chalk'd them out a Way to Beggery and Dam- 
| © nation. Confuſion ſeizes me when I think on't; 
| © for ſome Mens Sins follow after to Judgement d; 
| | NS | 6 and 
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© and *tis not known yet how much Miſchief 1 

© do to my Children: Should they by their 

© vicious Lives debauch the Minds of their Chil- 

© dren, as I have theirs, and the Taint deſcend, 

© — What a noble Benefactor ſhould I prove to co 

© my Family! What mighty Obligations ſhall I | 

© lay upon Poſterity, if by Vices and Extrava- 

© gance, I record their Names upon the Pariſh- ſe 

© Book; or recommend them for Maintenance 
to the Priſon-Basket ! How can I ſtand under 
© the Reproaches of my own Mind, if my wicked 

© Life and filthy Converſation ſhould deftroy 

© thoſe who are to repreſent me: if I ſhould 

© ſacrifice the Fruit of my Body to the Sin of my | 

© Soul *! Wiſely did Solomon appeal to Nature in | 
© his Deciſion betwixt the Harlets® ; but the 

© Harlot who pity'd her Child, upbrids me who 
am barbarous. — l 
If ſuch vicious Parents would but retire, and 
ſeriouſly reflect on what Miſchief they do their 
Children in Mind, Body, and Eſtate : If Whore- 
mongers would but give themſelves Time to 
think what a Train of Evils they entail upon 
their Iſſue, whom they are obliged by all man- 
ner of Ties, natural, ſacred and civil, to cheriſh 
and indulge; it may be a Means to check their 
Career, and poſting to ruine themſelves and Fa- 
milies; and make them fly the Face of a Whore 
as 2 Serpent. For Whoredom has ruin'd more 
Families than War; and if Search were to be 
F made into the Reaſons why Eſtates fo often | 
mift their Proprietors, Incontinence will appear | 
| the chief. 
| The Indians, when they would find out a Secret, | 
|' torment the Children inſtead of their Parents; 
who are wrought upon to diſcover a Plot or 
| Treaſure, becauſe they can't ſtand the 1 of 
| their | 
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heir Children. But a lewd Spend-thrift has no 


Mercy or Compaſſion at all upon his Children; 


becomes himſelf their Tormentor; and is not 
only content and patient under their Cries, Wants, 
and Inconveniencies; but ſtudiouſly procures and 


* contrives them. 


"Tis a diſmal Reflexion, to be eat up by an 


expenſive Vice, if the Grievance ſtopt at our 


N 7 


ſelves; but *tis an Aggravation of Sin and Cala- 


mity, if we ſhould force our innocent Children 


to rue our forbidden Luſts, to mingle their Drink 


with Tears, to bear in their Bodies Marks of our 


Infamy, and prove their Deſcent by Tatters. Would 


God I had died for Thee, ſaid the compaſſionate 
Prince, of his Son who fell in Rebellion. How 


much unlike this Tenderneſs, is the Practice of 
| Whoremongers, who deſtroy themſelves to undo 
their Children; deſign and plot the Deſtruction 

of harmleſs Babes by vicious Methods to be ab- 
horr'd; and ſtrip them to the Patrimony of 


| Beaſts (which they can't conſume) Air, Water, 
Earth, and the Firmament for a Covering. What 


will that Man ſtick at, who robs an Infant? What 


can he be thought on, who ſedately robs his 


own? who defrauds them of the Advantages of 
good Breeding ; let's them run up with unculti- 


| vated Minds tinctur'd by ill Example; regales 


at the Stews, and is a ſullen Stranger at Home; 
careleſs of his Family; who would be glad of what 
his impudent Whore ſcorns, Unnatural Cully ! 

I need not recommend Temperance or Abſti- 
nence, which is a withdrawing the Fuel of Luſt ; 
as an effectual Remedy; becauſe it naturally re- 
commends it ſelf. Nor ſhall I but barely men- 
tion' the Neceflity and Wiſdom of believing our 
ſelves conſtantly in the Preſence and Sight of Al- 
mighty God, who is about our Path, about our Bed, 

= | and 
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8 
and ſbies out all our Mays. Whoever thinks to 1 
ſecrete his Actions from God, is an Aſs and an 


Atheiſt, in the moſt extenſive meaning of thoſe 10 
modern Words, fit to be deſpiſed and pity'd; 5 
becauſe by his pretended Cunning he cheats 8 
himſelf; and makes the Deity, who ſeeth not s w 
Man ſeeth ®, like one of us. If Mankind had a 2 
ſettled and warm Notion that a juſt God was F 


every where, and ſaw every thing that paſſed ; 
we {ſhould have a nem Earth © in our Paſſage to the 
nem Jeruſalem *, The Sot would let fall his Glaſs, | 
and the Adulterer frankly confeſs and amend ; |! 
without truſting to, or calling upon Darkneſs or 
Mountains in vain to hide him ©. Impudence it ſelf | 
would ſtartle, if the Mind was thoroughly per- 
ſwaded that the great Creator of Heaven and 
Earth was in the Room; look'd full upon the 
Company; narrowly obſerv'd the Behaviour. 
This Opinion would protect even from the Ap- 
pearance of Evil; and eftabliſh a fix d Modeſty 
and Purity. Who could dare be filthy, if he 
verily thought that God ſtood cloſe by? God is 
of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity * with Appro- 
bation: What an abandon'd Wretch is that, who 
would affront him to his very Face ! . 
But the greateſt Preſervative of all I take to be, 
— A putting our ſelves under the Protection of the 
| Almighty, by Prayer; and paſſionately entreating 
t: his Direction and Guidance. Guarda me Dios de 
i me; God deliver me from my elf, ſays the 
ft Spaniard. | FLF 5 
4 Frail and giddy are the moſt accompliſh'd 
Mlortals; unſteady, unballaſted; unequal to the | N 
Voyage of Life; where are ſo many Rocks and - 
. Quick-Sands to avoid: ſo many adverſe Tem- | 
peſts, or dangerous Calms to paſs thro', What 


no- 
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to Matter bows us down; Fleſh and Bloud is an 
| inherent Byaſs; we Love where Hatred is due; 
{ purſue our own Deſtruction; fly from our Safety; 
1 lament when there is Cauſe of Joy; rejoyce when 
4 || we ſhould fear and ſuſpect; are zealous and 
4 ardent when we ſhould be cold; and when we 
1 7 ſhould burn we freeze. 
* ! Now to regulate the Crookedneſs, and fix the 
© {| Inſtability of our Nature, in order to be determin'd 


55 right, it will become us earneſtly to beg the divine 
Aid, and importune our dear Creator, who hateth 


1 nothing that he has made, not to leave us to our 
1f | ſelves : but to keep us under the Eye of Provi- 
| dence, and accompany us by his gracious Sirit, 
thro' the Changes, Chances and Temptations of 
he this mortal Life. This holy Spirit is the Author 
of all Holineſs in us; becauſe by it our Hearts 
P- are purify'd; our Actions and Words are hallow'd 


ſubdu'd; our impetuous and irregular Deſires 
are mortify'd ; our Tempers and Diſpoſitions are 
2- || mended : that is, Virtue triumphs over Vice. 
10 | God in his Biſence being utmoſt Holineſs, and 
: | Si (ſenſual Lufts eſpecially) being odious Filth ; 
T: 
be | ariſeth an eſſential Difagreement and Repugnancy 
T | betwixt Purity and Uncleanneſs. This holy Spi- 
| rit cleanſeth and purifies our Nature and Practice; 
25 and fits us to enter into that bleſſed Eſtate where 
24 | nothing Unclean can be admitted, | 
he That is the Reaſon that divine Authors? com- 
nd || Pare the holy Spirit to Fire and Water; becauſe 
| thoſe Elements have a cleanſing and refining 


n- 3 9 | 

at 1 Quality . | | | 2 
0. | „ Tho 

I, 5 2 Pſal. xxxix, 5. Quam ſumus heu nihilum! 


5 5 „ 8 . 1 
22. John iii. 35. Tit. iti, 5, John vii. 38. 1 Cor. vi. 11. 


to nothings are we in our beſt Efate *! Our Alliance 


ty and render'd acceptable to God; our Luſts are 


and fo repreſented by the inſpired Writers; there 


- 
— — — ys creo, + <> us 


preſerve a ſerious Frame of Mind, and keep up a 


Our Bodies are refreſhed, our Faculties in Order; 


God aim'd at in all our Works; our Souls and 


4 pfal. cxxi. 4. 


„ 
Tho. at all Times, and in all Places, we ſhould| 
religious Habit of Soul; yet there are two Pe- 
riods in a Day which ſeem moſt naturally to 
challenge our Addreſſes; that is, Morning and} 
Evening. : 


When we awake in the Morning, the Heaven| 
and Earth are in a Manner newly created to us.| 


5 
k 
* 
P 


we are ſtepping into buſy Life, as God is pleaſed 
to call us. Manifold Concerns lie before us for 
a prudent Diſpatch : diverſe Temptations lurk} 
among our very Friends, and even at our Table.| 
This Conſideration ſhould bring us down on our 
Knees, to adore our good God for preſerving us 
when aſleep and helpleſs, from Fire, Thieves, 


and other diſmal Accidents of the Night: To 


conſign our ſelves, Relatives and Affairs, to his Di- 


rection. That by his Power, Wiſdom and Good- 


neſs, we may be handed thro' the buſtling! 
World by proper Means to a due End; and 
paſs thro' things temporal, with a View of thing. 
eternal; that our honeſt Endeavours may be 
crown'd with Content, if not Succeſs ;, the Glory of 


Bodies preſerv'd from Sin and Harm. f 

The deep Silence and awful Huſh of the Night, 
looks as if Nature, being fatigu'd with the Buſi- 
neſs of the Day, ſhut up its Windows to repole ;| 
and calls upon us to beg the Protection of God, 


who never ſlumbers nor ſleeps * ; while we lie down 


to take our Reſt, and become in a Manner ſtupid 


and dead. Then ſhould we throw our ſelves ath 
the Footſtool of his Mercy, thankfully acknow- 
ledging Favours paſt; imploring the Continuance 
of his Care: That he would ſend ſome of his 
bright Hoſt to guard us; purge our Mind from 

: impure! 
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impure and filthy Suggeſtions ; preſerve us from 
the Powers of Darkneſs ; refreſh us with ſeaſon- 


able Sleep; raiſe us to the Light of the Sun: 


and eſpecially to the Light of his Countenance. 
He who dedicates himſelf every Morning to 
God, goes out with ſome Spirit and Courage about 
his Buſineſs, as one in Favour ; entirely depend- 
ing on his Providence; and therefore reſolv'd not 
to offend him. He who conſcientiouſly prays every 
Night, not onely gratifies his own Mind, by lodg- 
ing himſelf under the Wings of the Almighty, 
and thereby ſoftens his Bed : but by his repeated 
Acts of Truſting in God, (which is doing his 
Duty) engages the divine Honour to take Care 
of him. The Converſation of ſuch Men will 
ſhew that they have been with Jeſus *, tho' they 
have no Glory about them. They are unlikely 
to keep Company with Whores, who ſeriouſly 
converſe with an holy God twice a Day. Prayer 


is a Sort of Familiarity with God, and whoever | 
habituates himſelf to confer with bis holy Maker 


frequently ; and lives as in his immediate Pre- 


ſence and Sight; will eſtabliſh in his Mind the 
d and d eh Modeſty and Decency, which 
will be a fence againſt Uncleanneſs. If to this 
were added a pious Reſolution to interſperſe ſome 
divine Meditations as we went about our Buſi- 
neſs, it may not be an improper Method to 
skreen us from the Pollutions of the Fleſh : For 
ſeeing God is every where; we ſhould keep our 
ſelves in a Readineſs and Poſture to meet him, 
and ſpeak to him every where. Diſtance and 
Diſuſe create Diſlike; as Intimacy does Friend- 
ſhip. Ex  Gegv, d teav. we look at an Object 
till we love. There is a Delight founded only in 


Acquaintance; but if Merit accompanies, the 
Pleaſure increaſes. Theſe Ejaculations may be 


per- 
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performed undiſcernedly ; without hindring Buſineſs or 
Oſtentation. We may fteal up 4 pious Thought at Work, 
or in Company, without ſtopping the Work; or incurring 
Cenſure, For Inftancez when the Clock ſtrikes, one 

may think, Now I am nearer Heaven by an Hour. When 
we pals by a Church; God is ſurely in this Place *, 
quiekly muſt J appear naked before him, When we fee 2 
Funeral, There's one ſteps into the Grave before me ; I am 
but a little reprieved, When we awake, Vouchſafe, O 
Lord, to keep me this Day without Sin. When we ſettle to 
Sleep; Take Care of thy poor Creature, O good Lord; I 
commit my ſelf to thy Mercy. 
I am nor ſo vain to preſcribe Forms of Meditation to 
the well-diſpoſed ; my meaning being only to ſhew, chat 
when the Grace and good Spirit of God poſſeſs a Man's 
Heart, he'll find Abundance of Occafion to improve in 
| Piery ; and theſe Improvements will defend him from the 
Sin of Uncleanneſs. I retain ſomewhat of my Weſtminſter 
Education till 5 I hope it will not be conſtrued Pedantry, 
When I cited ſome little Scraps of my reading. 
But J fee my Wife has a Paper in her Hand; I am cer- 
| tain it relates ro Goodneſs, for ſhe deals in nothing ſo 
much, Come my Dear let's have it. 

Indeed, ſaid the Lady, I ſhould be highly blam'd and 
pitied too; if I had not ſome Regard to Vertue; having 
the Happineſs: of your Converſation and Example ſo many 
Fears. 'Tis your own good Opinion that I am beholden 
to; for, looking thro painted Glaſs, makes che thing we 
look ar, of the ſame Colour with the Glaſs, If you think 
me good, I am ſo to you; without any Merit of my own, 
Lou are not the firſt, that made the Idol he rever d. Your 
Satisfaction in my Vertue would tempt me almoſt to be 
proud; but that I conſider, it would render me an unfit 
Companion for a Man of Senſe. | 
| Nay, Madam, ſaid the Alderman, I did not lay a Trap 
for a Complement, only attempted to do you a ſmall Piece 
of Juſtice; for I muſt with Pleaſure own, that my Rela- 
tion to ſo much Goodneſs, is the greateſt Felicity of my 
Life; and I could fairly demonſtrate it, but that I know 
your Modeſty can bear any thing but your own juft Praiſes. 
'} Kindneſs in you, my Dear, ſaid the Lady, is hardly com- 

mendable; for you can't help it. If I ſhine, tis by a bor- 
row'd Light; as the Moon does, You are my Sun; when 
Fou ſer, or be eclips d, I muſt be darken d. Now to the 
aper, tis call'd a ſerious Thought. Awake, 
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Awake, Awake, my ſtupid Soul, let's conſider what we 


© are a doing; what the Conſequence of Things will be! 


Time that is paſſing off into Eternity, wears me away; 1 
* die daily a and hourly. Am [I fitter ro die now than ye- 
* fterday? Dol grow in Virtue as I grow in Years * Am 
I really wiſer and better than I was? if not, I dream 
* waking, am walking leiſurely and gradually into Hell; 
without Thought or Care: and if the Thread of Life 
ſhould ſnap, am within a Minute of Damnation. 


K «a 


of me when I am dead ! I know the Worms wait to eat 
up my Body, that I value ſo much; but my Soul, my 
* pretious and immortal Soul; whar will become of that? 
© How ſhall that be diſpoſed of! That muſt appear naked 
before a righteous God, where no Shuffling or Evaſion 
* will paſs: Where my Actions compar'd with the Rule, 
the Reflexions of my own conſcious Mind, and infinite 
* Juſtice, will determine, and accompany me for ever. 

* The Tree muſt lie as it fals o, while I am alive I can 
* chuſe; after Death, there is no more choice, bur I muſt 


receive the Wages and Fruit of my Works. Holineſs is ] 


the only Way to Happineſs 3 And tho God is plealed to 


accept of Repentance inſtead of Innocence; yet is that 


* Repentance a Matter of utmoſt Moment, niceft Concern, 
« 


© Sincerity of ir, my Salvation depends. Tis no leſs than a 
Change of Mind and Manners; tis a thoro' turning 


from the Creature to God; forſaking and deteſting Cor 
* ruption and Vice; abhorrent to the divine Nature: and 


becoming in ſome Reſpect like the Deiry. A Miſtake 
© here is fatal for ever; for this, in Conjunction with divine 
* Compaſſion, is che laſt Caſt and Reſort. Should I be ſo 
_ © harden to neglect repenting, or ſo weak to think that a 
* juft All-ſeeing God would be put off with ſome formal 
* ſhewiſh ſuperſtitious Acts; while I rerain Malice, Pride, 
* or Luft in my Heart; I ſhould be the Contriver of my 
« own Ruine, and periſh in Deſpite of infinite Mercy. 


perhaps I have not an Hour to live, what will become 


and tremendous Conſequence imaginable: For upon the 


Speak out my Soul! Is it worth my while to ſpend my | 


1 * Days in Filth and Senſuality, and forfeit the Favour of 
! © God for ever? Can 1 forgive my ſelf ro wallow in Un- 
} a cleanneſs, when my Reaſon contradidts my Practice, and 
Judge? Will God forgive me, who delight to affront bim? 
Can he alter his Nature, or make a new Law to ſave an 
old Offender. 5 | Why 


3 1 Cor. xv. 31. . Ecclef. xi. 3. 
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an holy God obſerves as Witneſs, who will be my | 


—ͤ—ũæ 2 
- 


Ft * Why all theſe Pains to be deſtroyed ! why all theſe 
1 © Deſigns againſt my ſelf! The Terms of Saban are 
© adapred ro my Eale and Intereſt ; why ſhould?T&xclude 
y (elf from Heaven, when Fam enabled and cburted 
| © to be happy! _ a VVV 
[| What ſhall I do to be ſaved ? what will it profit me 
.* If T could, gain the whole World, and loſe my Soul a 5 
Take their Portion in this Life whoſo will for me; 
the height of my Deſign ſhall be, ro recommend my elf 
ro God; who. can make me happy here and here- 
|. 3 REP 200, _ - -- 5 5 
1 * I ſhall think my ſelf wiſe enough if I can but ſave 
my Soul. Rich and honourable enough, if I can bur 
reach to be crown'd in the Kingdom of Heaven, Ler 
others, if they pleaſe, tire themſelves after Fame; and 
deck themſelves with the Tinſel and Kattles of the 
* World ; I ſhall think my ſelf diftinguiſhr enough, if by 
© Virtue I imirare God; and ſufficiently greaten d, if my 
Name be but wrote in the Book of Life, my Nature 
JJ Sins pardon'd.- ont, = 
_ ©**Tis impoſſible my Life can laſt long, I am made of 
«* ſuch periſhable Materials; but my Soul will laſt for 
ever. Shall ths Soul of mine be happy or miſerable for 
i. j © ever? Shall it be received into the Choir of Angels, or 
be tormented by Loſs and exquifire Pains? Shall I 
earn Miſery by the Pains of a wicked Life, or be wiſe 
a unto Salvation Þ. yy | : | 
1 Oh my dear Creator, my good God: awaken me by 
1 any Means in Time, that 1 fleep not in eternal Death ; 
and ſo conduct and hand me thro' Lite, by thy Pro- 
vidence; that I find my Way to the bleſſed State 
here nothing unclean can enter ©; where there's no 
Ruffle or Sorrow, and even Sleep ſhall be prevented by 
Immortality, not Care. 


1 Well, Gentlemen, ſaid the Alderman, I told you my Wife 
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|| weuld ſay ſomething that related to Virtue ; bur 1 have 
a Book in my Hand that is wrote in Defiance of it. A 


l reaſonable Creature might juſtly Wonder — Pray, my 
1 Dear, (aid the Lady, give me Leave to interrupt you: 
1. Supper is juſt gone in; your Bobk will keep cold bet- 
ter than That. To Marrow, Night we'll talk more of 
this Matter. 2 DJs () | 
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